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At Bellows Free Academy all students learn respect, dependability, and productivity. With 

academic and social supports, students learn to be effective problem solvers, active community 

members, and lifelong learners.  

 



 

Jim Mercier, Chair  

Nilda Gonnella-French, Vice-Chair  

Bruce Scott 

Al Corey 

Sally Lindberg 

 

¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ 

Principal  Dennis Hill 

Assistant Principal/Curriculum   TBD 

Assistant Principal  Geoff Lyons 

Assistant Principal  TBD 

Northwest Technical Center Director  Leeann Wright 

Northwest Technical Center Guidance Coordinator  Susan Bosland 

Director of Guidance             Katharine Hutchinson  

Guidance Counselors  Amy Turner  

  Judy Breitmeyer 

 William Perkins  

 Preston Randall 

Adult Education  Marilyn Savoy  

 

        Telephone Numbers: 

Main Office  527-6555  

Principal’s Office  527-6400 

Guidance Office  527-6571 or 527-6570 

Support Services Office 527-6481 

Northwest Technical Center 527-6517 

 

 NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

 

Bellows Free Academy fully supports the philosophy and intent of Title VI, Section 504, 

Title IX and all federal regulations promulgated therein.  Bellows Free Academy will not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, economic status or 

handicapping condition, nor shall any student be excluded from participation in any 

program because of such.  Citizens desiring information relating to Title VI, Section 504, 

and/or Title IX, or who wish to file a complaint may do so by contacting the Principal at 

Bellows Free Academy, South Main Street, St. Albans, VT 05478.  Telephone: 527-6402. 

 

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT 

 

Bellows Free Academy is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and 

Colleges, Inc., a non-governmental, nationally recognized organization whose affiliated 

institutions include elementary schools through collegiate institutions offering 

post-graduate instruction. 

 

Accreditation of an institution by the New England Association indicates that it meets or 

exceeds criteria for the assessment of institutional quality periodically applied through a 

peer group review process.  An accredited school or college is one which has available the 

necessary resources to achieve its stated purposes through appropriate educational 

programs, is substantially doing so, and gives reasonable evidence that it will continue to 

do so in the foreseeable future.  Institutional integrity is also addressed through 



accreditation. 

 

Accreditation by the New England Association is not partial but applies to the institution as 

a whole.  As such, it is not a guarantee of the quality of every course or program offered, or 

the competence of individual graduates.  Rather, it provides reasonable assurance about 

the quality of opportunities available to students who attend the institution. 

 

Inquiries regarding the status of an institution's accreditation by the New England 

Association should be directed to the administrative staff of the school or college.  

Individuals may also contact the Association: 

 

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES  

209 Burlington Road 

BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01730-1433 

(781) 541-5419 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY OF STUDENT PROGRAMMING 

 

The basic philosophy behind our approach to student programming continues to center on 

the student as an individual with his or her own interests, needs, abilities, and desires given 

special consideration.  The tailoring of such individualized programs necessitates close 

cooperation among students, teachers, parents, and guidance personnel. 

 

The following information is made available to students and parents in an attempt to 

provide a clear understanding of the depth and the scope of curricular offerings at Bellows 

Free Academy and the school policies related to them. 

 

Please consider these pages carefully and apply the content to your specific situation. 

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM PLANNING 

 

As a student begins the process of course selection, it is important to take into consideration 

how the courses that are selected will fit into the student’s total high school program.  

Selections should be made based on the student’s Personal Learning Plan.  It is important 

for students to work closely with adult guidance to develop and refine four-year academic 

plans throughout high school.  Guidance Counselors are more than willing to help students 

and their parents make decisions concerning the direction of academic programs.  (Courses 

with insufficient enrollment may not be offered during a particular semester.) 

 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

 

Bellows Free Academy’s school year is divided into two semesters of approximately 88 days 

each.  Each school day has five periods.  Students may take a maximum of fourteen 

semester courses per year for a total of 7 credits.  They earn one-half credit for each 

semester period they successfully complete.   

 

Placement recommendations from the student's teachers at both BFA and sending schools 

will be respected.  Parents who wish to request an alternate class should contact their 

student's guidance counselor. 



 

 

PROGRAM MODIFICATION/ADDING OR DROPPING COURSES 

 

All students are expected to make routine schedule changes prior to the opening of school 

in August.  Freshman schedules are mailed out during summer recess along with scheduled 

times guidance counselors will be available to make schedule changes.  Upperclassmen will 

make changes before the end of school in June. 

 

1. All students must be in seven (7) class periods each semester.   

 

2. Students may change or withdraw from a course within the first six (6) days of the 

semester with the approval of his/her guidance counselor and parent.  After six (6) 

school days students are required to remain in a scheduled course.  When remaining 

in the class is impossible, the change will require administrative, counselor and 

parent approval.  Students will be required to make up, as assigned by his/her 

teacher, work missed in the new course. 

 

3. In extenuating circumstances, administration will consider each case individually. 

 

CLASS STANDING 

 

All 9
th

 Grade students will be promoted to Grade 10.  For promotion to Grade 11 students 

must have attained 11 credits.  For promotion to Grade 12, students who plan to graduate 

in June 2010 must have attained 17.5 credits.   

 

  

 



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
In order to graduate from Bellows Free Academy, students must earn 25 credits which include: 

 

ENGLISH - 4 Credits 

Grade  9 Reading & Writing Workshop  ....................................... 1 Credit 

Grade 10 Foundation Literature  .................................................... 1 Credit 

Grade 11 American Literature & Composition  ............................ 1 Credit  

Grade 12 Senior English.................................................................. 1 Credit 

 

MATHEMATICS - 3 Credits 

Grade 9 Foundations in Mathematics A/B 

Algebra I, Geometry, or (Integrated Math ...... ) 1 Credit 

Grade 10 Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II  

                             or (Integrated Math)  .............  ……... 1 Credit 

Grade 11 Applied Mathematics, Geometry, 

Algebra II, (Integrated Math) or Pre -Calculus 1 Credit 

 SCIENCE - 3 Credits 

Grade  9 Earth Science, Biology* .................................................. 1 Credit 

Grade 10 Biology*, Chemistry ........................................................ 1 Credit 

Grade 11 Chemistry, Physics, Env. Science, Ecology ................... 1 Credit 

 

 *All students are to take at least two semesters of Biology. 

Certain Technical Center classes may be substituted for one of the above Math or Science classes. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - 1½ Credits 

Grades  9-12 Physical Education .......................................................... 1½ Credits 

Dance may be substituted for up to 1 PE credit 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES - 3 Credits 

Grade  9 Global Studies.................................................................. 1 Credit 

Grade 10 We the People .................................................................. ½ Credit 

Grade 11 United States History ...................................................... 1 Credit 

Grade 12 Senior Civics .................................................................... ½ Credit 

HEALTH EDUCATION - ½ Credit 

Grade 9/10 Comprehensive Health Education ................................. ½ Credit 

 

THE ARTS - 1 Credit   Subjects which are acceptable for Art Credit are: 
 
Adv. Drama 

Adv. Dance 

Art Seminar 

Band I 

Band II  

Chorus I 

 
Chorus 

Clay 

Dance I 

Drama 

Drawing 

 
Freshman Drama 

Music I 

Music Technology 

Painting 

Piano Lab I 

 

 
Piano Lab II  

Photography 

Sculpture 

Studio II  

Studio I 

Visual Arts 

 

BUSINESS – 1 Credit 

Grade 9/12     Computer Applications (unless exempted)…..½ Credit 

Grade 10        Career Exploration …………………………..½ Credit  

 

Î10 HOURS APPROVED COMMUNITY SERVICE DURING THE SENIOR YEAR  

 



4 YEAR COLLEGE PREPARATION 

SAMPLE PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

 

 

Grade 9 

Period  

    1 Writing Workshop  

    2 Global Studies  

    3 College Prep Math  

    4 Earth Science/Acc. Biology  

    5 World Language 

    6 Band/Chorus/Elective 

    7 Health/Elective 

   

Grade 10 

Period  

    1 Foundation Literature  

    2 We the People/Career Exploration  

    3 College Prep Math  

    4 Biology/Chemistry  

    5 World Language  

    6 Band/Chorus/Elective 

    7 Elective/Elective 

 

Grade 11 

Period  

    1 American Litera ture/AP Language & Composition  

    2 US History/AP US History 

    3 Chemistry/Physics  

    4 College Prep Math  

    5 World Language 

    6 Band/Chorus/Elective  

    7 Elective/Elective 

 

Grade 12 

Period  

    1 Modern Literature/British Literature/ AP Liter ature & Composition 

    2 Senior Civics/Electives/AP US Government  

    3 College Prep Math/ AP Calculus 

    4 Physics/AP Chemistry/AP Physics/AP Biology 

    5 World Language 

    6 Band/Chorus/Elective 

    7 Elective/Elective 

   

 

 

 

 



 

NORTHWEST TECHNICAL CENTER 

Preparing Students for College and Work 

SAMPLE PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

 

Grade 9 

Period  

    1 Writing Workshop   

    2 Global Studies   

    3 Algebra I or Pre-Algebra  

    4 Science  

    5 World Language/Elective 

    6 Health/P.E. 

    7 Career Exploration/Art   

 

Grade 10 **  

Period  

    1 Foundation Literature   

    2 We the People/Career Exploration  

    3 College Prep Math  

    4 Biology  

    5 World Language/Elective 

    6 P.E./P.E. 

    7 Pre-tech Class/Art  

 

Grade 11 

Period  

    1 American Literature/AP Lan guage & Composition  

    2 US History/AP US History  

    3 Math  

    4 Science  

    5 Tech Center (3 Periods) 

    6 Tech Center  

    7 Tech Center  

 

Grade 12 

Period  

    1 Senior English  

    2 Senior Civics/Elective  

    3 Math  

    4 Science  

    5 Tech Center (3 periods) 

    6 Tech Center  

    7 Tech Center 

 

** Students are welcome to join many of our programs in their sophomore year depending on the 

flexibility of their schedule.  

 

 



ALTERNATIVE/ASSISTIVE PROGRAMS 

Student Support Center 

The Student Support Center is offered to students in need of academic support.  

Assistance is given in the content areas as well as in basic skills enhancement.  Eighth 

grade teachers refer incoming freshmen.   Based on information provided by the guidance 

counselors and classroom teachers, the Educational Support Team will determine a 

studentôs eligibility. 

 

26 Catherine 

This program, located a few blocks away from the main campus, is the continuation of an 

alternative education program founded in 1986. 

 

New Beginnings supports a roster of 25 students who take classes in core curriculum 

content. Students must take required electives at BFAôs main campus.  All teens served at 

New Beginnings are identified by school administrators or the schoolôs Educational 

Support Team as needing a less crowded school setting with more intensive academic and 

behavioral support from teachers in order to engage with coursework and succeed in 

school. 

 

All three teachers are rated as Highly Qualified by the Vermont Department of Education 

in more than one core content area.  The English curriculum focuses on self-reflective 

student writing that emphasizes grammar and structure.  Much of this writing in featured 

on the program blog, http://newbeginningslit.blogspot.com. 

 

 Once students have improved their attendance and grades at New Beginnings, they are 

encouraged to take one or more classes at BFAôs main campus. Students are also 

encouraged to enroll in programs at the Northwest Technical Center.  Students can earn 

up to .75 credit for earning a grade of B or above.  This allows program students who are 

typically behind in credit to make up the deficit and graduate from high school in a timely 

manner.  

. 

Alternative Education Center (ISS)  

The Alternative Education Center (In-School Suspension) is part of the behavioral 

management system at BFA. The center deals with students whose behavior puts them at 

risk of failure. Assignment to the AEC is not intended as punishment, but as a 

consequence to misbehavior, with the goal of returning the student as quickly as possible 

to the classroom. The AEC is supervised by a trained coordinator who assists the student 

in processing the behavior that led to his or her removal from class and who assists that 

student in developing a plan for successful return to class. 

 

Skill Building Program  

This program is offered to provide students with support in a specific content area, and/or 

remediation in basic skills (i.e. reading, math, writing), and/or educational opportunities 

to develop pro-social life skills relevant to school, home, and community.  This course 

will also provide the opportunity for students to learn and practice skills that will promote 

successful transition to the BFA St. Albans curriculum, as well as assisting students in 

making a successful transition to the community after high school. 

Prerequisite:  Administrative approval based upon information provided by the 

Educational Support Team. 

 

 

http://newbeginningslit.blogspot.com/


SUPPORT SERVICES 

 

Listed below are Support Services courses available to students on an Individualized Education 

Plan (IEP). Students can access these courses at the discretion of the IEP Team, except where 

noted in the particular course description. 

 Number Course 

 13007 Personal Development 

 14067 Academic Skills 

 13070 Skills Center (A, B) 

 13071 Physical Education  

 13072 Senior Civics 

 13073 Basic Math 

 13074 Community Issues 

 13075 Real Life Science 

 13077 Messenger 

 13078 Basic Literacy 

 13079 Independent Living Skills 

 13080 Individual Tutoring 

 13081 Dance 

 13082 Work Experience 

 13084 Art 

 

Personal 

Development 

Course 13007 

¼ credit/semester 

 

This class is designed to inform students, who receive support from an 

Individual Education Plan (IEP), on his/her rights. We will discuss 

disabilities, services, accommodations, goals, evaluations and especially 

transitional services beyond high school. 

 

Academic Skills 

Course 14067 

½ credit/semester 

Academic Skills are available in the Learning Center for students on an 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  Students may receive direct skill 

instruction, content support and other services as mandated by their IEP. 

 

Skills Center 

Course 13070, 

13070B, 

13070_25 

¼ or ½ 

credit/semester 

 

Skills Center services are available for students in the Community Integration 

Program.  Services include tutoring in specific content areas, instruction in 

basic skills (i.e. reading, written language, math, and organizational skills), 

and/or other supplemental services specified in the studentôs IEP. 

 

Physical 

Education Course 

13071, 13071_25 

¼ or ½ 

credit/semester 

 

This is an alternative physical education class for those students who 

receive support within the Community Integration Program (CIP). The 

students will develop personal plans to improve their personal health.  

 

Senior Civics   

Course 13072  

½ credit/semester 

This class addresses the issues currently taking place in our local, state, and 

national news. The students will become familiar with the newspaper and 

how to find information to help them in their lives beyond the classroom. 

Basic Math 

Course 13073 

¼  credit/semester 

 

Students will work at their own pace on basic computational skills (the four 

basic mathematical operations), time concepts, use of money, practical use of 

fractions and measuring, and problem solving.  The use of calculators is taught 

and then may be used as needed by the student. 



Community Issues 

Course 13074 

¼  credit/semester 

This course is designed to encourage studentôs interest in and understanding of 

their expanding community.  All students will be expected to follow and report 

on activities/events occurring at school, the local community, the state, the 

nation, and the world.  They will gather information primarily from 

newspapers, radio and TV new programs.  Issues will be both student driven 

and teacher directed. 

 

Real Life Science 

Course 13075 

 ½ credit/semester 

 

This hands on alternative Science class covers a variety of topics from 

recycling to healthy living and many others. The students will explore our 

community and how they can help improve their lives. 

 

Messenger Service 

Course 13077  

½ credit/semester 

 

For students receiving support within the Community Integration Program 

(CIP), this class is his/her first work experience. The students will provide 

on-site mail services to BFAôs offices and to the Supervisory Union office.  

 

Basic Literacy  

Course 13078 

½ credit/semester 

 

This class addresses basic reading skills. We will use a variety of reading 

programs to increase a studentôs fluency and comprehension.  

 

Independent 

Living Skills 

Course 13079 

½ credit/semester 

This course is designed to acquaint the student with the skills most necessary 

to be living as independently as possible.  Areas covered include: meal 

planning and preparation; usage of the telephone, newspapers, public 

transportation, catalogues and restaurants; following directions; writing letters; 

personal transportation; banking; budgeting; housing; time skills; and shopping 

and money skills. 

 

Individual 

Tutoring 

Course 13080 

½  credit/semester 

 

This class is designed for the student with an Individualized Education Plan 

(IEP) who learns best in a one-on-one situation.  Various subjects can be 

taught in this tutorial arrangement. 

 

Dance 

Course 13081 

½ credit/semester 

 

This is an alternative dance class for students receiving support within the 

Community Integration Program (CIP). The students meet daily and learn a 

variety of dances which they perform for the community at the end of each 

semester. The students dance, sing, use sign language, make costumes and 

to stage this event.  

 

Work Experience 

Course 13082 

½ credit/semester 

This class consists of vocational training with a small group of students on a 

job site, either in school or in the community, with a training specialist.  The 

students are trained to be as independent as possible in getting to and from the 

job site, working on the specific job tasks, as well as the appropriate social 

skills on that job.   

 

Art 

Course 13084 

½ credit/semester 

This alternative art class focuses on fine motor skills and personal expression. 

The students will use a variety of materials to create many pieces. This class 

will also help design many of the sets for the dance class.  

 

 



FRESHMEN

Business Management - 10643

Computer Applications - 10610

Computer Applications - 10646

Sports Marketing - 70800

JUNIOR

Accounting I - 10631-10632

Accounting II - 10641-10642

Business Law I - 10644

Business Law II - 10645

Business Management - 10643

Career Exploration - 10660

Computer Applications - 10610

Computer Applications - 10646

Entrepreneur - 10623

Leadership Training - 10649

Personal Finance - 10621

Sports Marketing - 70800

SENIOR

Accounting I - 10631-10632

Accounting II - 10641-10642

Accounting III - 10650

Business Law I - 10644

Business Law II - 10645

Business Management - 10643

Career Exploration - 10660

Computer Applications - 10610

Computer Applications - 10646

Entrepreneur - 10623

Leadership Training - 10649

Personal Finance - 10621

Sports Marketing - 70800

SOPHOMORE

Accounting I - 10631-10632

Business Management - 10643

Career Exploration - 10660

Computer Applications - 10610

Computer Applications - 10646

Personal Finance - 10621

Sports Marketing - 70800

 

 

*Graduation Requirements                 ** May receive 1 math credit 

 

 

 

Grade Number Course Prerequisite 

9-12 10610 * Computer Applications I None 

10-12 10621 Personal Finance Sophomore, Junior, Senior 

11-12 10623 Entrepreneurship Junior, Senior 

10-12 10631,10632 ** Accounting I (A, B) Sophomore, Junior, Senior 

11-12 10641, 10642 Accounting II (A, B) Accounting I 

9-12 10643 Business Management None 

11-12 10644 Business Law I Junior, Senior 

11-12 10645 Business Law II Junior, Senior 

9-12 10646 Computer Applications II Computer Applications I 

10-12 10649 Leadership Training Sophomore, Junior, Senior 

11-12 10650 Accounting III Accounting I and II 

10-12 10660 *Career Exploration Sophomore, Junior, Senior 

9-12 70800 
Sports & Entertainment 

Marketing 

ñCò average in 10114 level English or 

higher level; or be enrolled in 10144 

Freshman level English or higher level 

BUSINESS 

EDUCATION  



The Business Education Department Curriculum addresses the needs of all students regardless of 

their post high school intentions.   Our courses provide students with a background to meet the 

challenges they will face at the collegiate level and are essential for those students entering two-

year or four-year business programs. All of our courses provide students with the necessary skills 

to enter the work force after graduation.  The skills taught in these business courses are practical 

skills that will be used by every person in their personal and professional life. 

 

Computer 

Applications I 

Course: 10610 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

Students will be encouraged to use the touch-control method to develop 

proper computer keyboarding technique.  By the end of the semester, 

students will meet the state requirements of typing at least 30 words per 

minute with three or fewer errors and will leave with a basic working 

knowledge of producing business letters, MLA style reports, and tables 

which will be helpful in other BFA courses, as well as for entry-level jobs 

and success in college.  The following will be emphasized in this course: 

 speed development, basic copy write rules, word processing 

fundamentals, proofreading and language arts skills, file management, 

Internet and email usage, computer terminology, ethics and safety 

regarding computer use.  Students who wish to test out of this course 

should contact the Business Department to take the Computer Challenge 

Exam. This course is a graduation requirement.     

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Personal Finance 

Course 10621 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

This course is a very practical course that will help students throughout 

their lifetime in using their money wisely.  It will be focused around four 

major categories:  Banking and financial services including checkbooks 

and managing checking accounts; Credit in our economy and using credit 

wisely to avoid ñfalling intoò the credit trap; Savings and Investment 

strategies including starting a savings program, online banking, investing 

in bonds and stocks, and making other types of investments; Risk 

Management-involves making wise choices in vehicle, property, life and 

health insurance. Courses to further understand and use the financial 

responsibility are Accounting I and Entrepreneurship.   

Prerequisite:  Sophomore, Junior, Senior  

 

Entrepreneurship 

Course 10623 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

The REAL Vermont curriculum is used to provide students with an 

introduction to entrepreneurship through experiential learning activities.  

Students should get the feel for creating an idea for a business; start to 

understand the various methods for funding the business, the methods 

used for assessing the validity of the idea and some tips on selecting a 

business location.  Each student will decide on a business of their choice 

and develop a business plan. The plan will involve a narrative report, 

charts, graphs, pictures, and Power Point presentations.  It will also 

require students to decide on the legal organization of their business such 

as proprietorship, partnership and corporation.  Further, the business each 

student chooses could be a start up business, an existing business, or a 

franchise.  Courses to further understand the responsibility of owning 

your own business are Accounting I, Personal Finance, and Business 

Law. 

Prerequisite:  Junior or Senior 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Accounting I 

Course 10631/10632 

2 Semesters (A,B) 

½ credit/Semester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accounting is referred to as the ñlanguage of business.ò  The study of 

accounting will provide students with the opportunity to develop an 

understanding of accounting principles.  Students learn how to keep 

financial records of small business activities, plus simulations and 

computer applications are used to help the student apply and reinforce 

concepts learned. Investments will be discussed and students will buy and 

sell stocks by participating in a Stock Market Game.  This course is 

helpful for the college bound and/or business oriented student.  Also, 

after completing both sections of this course, you could receive 1 math 

credit. Courses to further understand and use within this business 

concept are Accounting II, Business Management, and Entrepreneurship. 

Prerequisite:  Sophomore, Junior, Senior 

 

Accounting II 

Course 10641/10642 

2 Semesters  

½ credit/Semester 

 

Accounting II provides students with an extended knowledge of the 

accounting principles discussed in Accounting I.  Partnership accounting, 

corporate accounting, and payroll accounting are covered in detail.  

Introduction to and use of computers and their application will be 

incorporated into this course.  Investments will be discussed and students 

will buy and sell stocks by participating in a Stock Market Game.   

Prerequisite:  Accounting I 

 

Business 

Management 

Course 10643 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

This course is designed for students who want a sound foundation of the 

business world as it drives the economy toward globalization.  Some of 

the general goals of the course are identified as follows:  how business 

and communities depend on each other to prosper; the factors that make 

our economic system successful; why our economic system is the envy of 

the world in terms of standards of living and the production of goods and 

services. Students will utilize this information to understand how a 

successful business is managed.  Courses to further understand the 

responsibilities of a business manager are Accounting I, Business Law, 

and Entrepreneurship.  

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Business Law I 

Course 10644 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

The purpose of Business Law I is to produce citizens who are well 

informed in the general aspects of the law and who are aware of their 

legal rights and responsibilities in order that they may develop a respect 

for those laws that will influence their lives on a daily basis. Courses to 

further understanding the legal aspects of business would be 

Entrepreneurship, Business Management, and Accounting.  

Prerequisite:  Junior, Senior  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Business Law II 

Course 10645 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will study the law and how it applies to given situations.  

Students will learn how the legal system can resolve conflicts, punish 

individuals who violate the law, understand some of the pressing 

problems created by the increasing complexity of our society and the 

reasons we tend to rely more heavily on the law to guide our conduct.  

Students will have an opportunity to increase their critical thinking skills, 

have legal debates, and be able to make reasonable inferences regarding 

legal rights and responsibilities after completing this course. Courses to 

further understand the business concept are Accounting, Entrepreneurship 

and Business Management. 

Prerequisite:  Junior, Senior  

 

Computer 

Applications II 

Course: 10646 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

This one semester course will help students become proficient with 

Microsoft OfficeðPowerPoint, Access, Excel, and Word as well as 

design their own web page using FrontPage.  This course is project-based 

and geared toward the studentôs interest areas and provides the 

opportunity for students to build on their knowledge of computers and 

learn more about todayôs technology.  Students will create multimedia 

presentations, design spreadsheets, manage databases and complete 

advanced word processing projects. This course will help the student 

become more successful at BFA and in todayôs highly competitive world 

of technology.     

Prerequisite:   Computer Applications I 

 

Leadership Training 

Course 10649 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

This highly interactive hands-on course is designed to prepare high 

school students for the real world.  It will give the student the skills 

needed to reach their goals and live up to their full potential ï at school, 

home and work.  It is based on the Dale Carnegie® Training model and 

students will receive Dale Carnegie® Leadership Training Certification . 

 Students will be taught how to present information, learn principles to 

build relationships with others, participate in team-building exercises, set 

goals,  learn problem-solving and stress management techniques.  

Students will also be involved with the Win-Win program where they 

will mentor local elementary students.   

Prerequisite: Sophomore, Junior or Senior 

 

Accounting III 

Course 10650 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

This course expands on the principles of Accounting II, which includes 

Cost Accounting and Non-profit organizations.  Excel spreadsheets are 

incorporated into the course, along with an Automated Accounting 

System.  Students will also play the Stock Market Game.   

Prerequisite: Accounting I and II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Career Explorations  

Course 10660 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This course will assist students in setting goals for the future and they 

will develop an educational plan that will prepare them for their career 

path.  This will be accomplished by investigating personal interests, 

abilities, and values in an effort to help develop self-awareness, goal-

setting and decision-making skills.  Students will explore current and 

projected career information and career options utilizing web and 

community-based resources.  Students will also learn information for 

living on their own, conducting a job search, acquire interview skills, and 

prepare a resume and cover letter. Sophomore graduation requirement.  

Class Standing:  Sophomore, Junior, Senior 

 

Sports & Entertain- 

ment Marketing 

Course 70800 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

This project-based course is designed to introduce the student to the 

world of Sports, Entertainment, and Recreation Marketing. Students will 

learn how to apply the marketing mix (product, place, price, promotion) 

to the sports, entertainment and recreation industries. Students run their 

own football franchise and will learn about sponsorships, licensing, 

careers, advertising, the media, as well as creating promotional materials. 

Students will also gain a greater awareness of marketing campaigns and 

strategies used to sell products in each of these industries.  Courses to 

enhance your understanding of marketing and the business world are:  

Accounting, Entrepreneurship and Business Management. 

Prerequisite:  ñCò average in 10114 level English or higher level; or be 

enrolled in 10144 Freshman level English or higher level. 



 

 

 

ENGINEERING  
GRADE NUMBER COURSE PREREQUISITE  

9-12 700 Principles of Engineering None  

9-12 720 Principles of Engineering II 700  

9-12 721 Principles of Engineering III 720  

9-12 705 Electricity ~ Electronics None  

9-12 702 Transportation & Power None  

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS  
GRADE NUMBER COURSE PREREQUISITE  

9-12 704 Graphic Arts None  

9-12 701 Introduction to AutoCAD None  

9-12 745 Architectural CAD 

Interior & Landscape Design 

701  

9-12 746 Advanced Architectural CAD 

Interior & Landscape Design 

745  

 

 

 

FABRICATION  
GRADE NUMBER COURSE PREREQUISITE  

9-12 703 Wood Design & Fabrication None  

9-12 731 Advanced Wood Design 703  

9-12 732 Advanced Wood Design 731  

9-12 733 Advanced Wood Design 732  

     

 

 

 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY  

Featuring  21
st

 Century Learning  

PROBLEM SOLVING Ƌ INNOVATION Ƌ DIGITAL LITERACY Ƌ ACCOUNTABILITY 

INVENTION Ƌ  COLLABORATION Ƌ RISK TAKING Ƌ COMMUNICATION 

The Academy Technology program features curriculum designed for students with a keen interest in all aspects 

of Technology.  Students who enroll in any of the classes will focus on any one or a combination of the three 

main areas; Engineering, Communications and Fabrication.  The curriculum provides a structured focus for 

each specific technology area.   Each classôs specific content prepares students through focusing on STEM 

concepts and will better prepare students across all disciplines, for a variety of post-graduation choices 

 

  



Principles of 

Engineering I 

Course 700 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

The ability to think outside the box and focus on the task at hand is a 

distinguishing characteristic of engineers.  This hands-on, lab-based class 

makes the theoretical real; the ability to problem-solve, design, and innovate 

during the process of solving the task, while exploring real world issues is the 

center piece of this class.   It will explore the relationship among Science 

Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) through the lab activities 

exploring problem solving and understanding design concepts through 

Solidworks 3-D design, amphibious vehicle design, tower 

construction/destruction, alternative energy modules, cantilever design and 

analysis and magnetic levitation.  This class provides students the 

opportunity to acquire state-of-the art, 21
st
 century learning strategies that 

reinforce analytical and synthesis skills taught in math and science 

curriculum. 

Prerequisite:  NONE 

 

Intro to AutoCAD 

Course 701 

1 semester  

½ credit 

 

This is an introductory course for those students interested in architecture, 

landscape design, interior design, engineering and construction management. 

Students will expand on design knowledge gained in POE -700 through the 

use of the CAD program where students will strengthen their ability to 

visualize objects and produce detailed drawings of a variety of products.  

Students will be able to interpret and produce clear, detailed and concise 

drawing representations of orthographic projections, isometrics, oblique and 

perspective drawings of buildings interiors and floor plans.   To achieve this, 

students study AutoCAD commands such as: display commands, the 

coordinate systems/Cartesian coordinates, creating and editing 2-D geometric 

drawings, working with blocks.  Students will create 1 & 2-point perspectives 

and learn dimensioning systems and section views.  For students focused in 

the arts, this class will strengthen their skills in expressing themselves 

visually as they combine form and function to perspective and proportion.   

Prerequisite:  It is recommended to take POE 700 before this course. 

 

Transportation 

& Power 

Technologies 

Course 702 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This exciting course explores the four modes of transportation systems; Land, 

Water, Air & Space technology that are used in daily life.   Through the 

exploration process students will : construct and launch a rocket, learn to fly 

during the aeronautical challenge using a yolk and pedals, and create, build 

and test a gliders flying ability.  Additionally students will use problem 

solving skills to design, create and test boat hull designs as well as alternative 

transportation and power sources such as hydrogen fuel cells and solar 

powered vehicles. 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

Wood Design 

&Fabrication: 

Course 703 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This course will explore fundamentals of design and fabrication of wood 

products.  Students will explore the design process of furniture making while 

becoming familiar with the essentials of wood working and craftsmanship. 

Students will choose a product to construct and learn core concepts of 

technology. Areas will include wood properties, wood identification, joinery 

procedures, finish techniques, and cost analysis while using a variety of 

machines to produce wood products.  The focus of learning the process of 

machining raw materials, machine and hand tool basics as well as sanding 

and finishing techniques allows the student construct a project of their choice 

Prerequisite:  None 



 

Graphic Arts 

Communications: 

Course 704 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

 

Would you like to create t-shirts, memo pads, flyers, business cards, 

graduation announcements, buttons, bumper stickers and learn book layout 

customization.  Communication and Graphic Design explores the processes 

needed to communicate on a variety of different media focusing on offset 

printing and the screen-printing processes. Students will be challenged to 

transform original concepts using a several state of the art computer 

design/publishing programs to produce a variety of hands-on based projects.  

Students will develop an understanding of the offset process and the various 

printing processes and the advantages and disadvantages that each provide to 

the market today. 

 

Electricity & 

Electronics 

Course 705 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

Students will learn fundamentals of wiring circuits while exploring how 

electricity is created, AC and DC circuits, alternate electrical sources.  

Students will explore the effect that magnetism has on electric motors, 

applying fundamental wiring strategies towards alternative energy sources. 

Students will develop skills in designing, building, and testing a variety of 

series, parallel and complex circuits. Students will build a variety of 

electronic projects including:  Wiring a solar wind farm, creating a circuit 

board for a variety of applications, sirens, light activated circuit, line tracing 

robots.  The residential house wiring unit provides the opportunity for 

students to install and wire single switches and lights, multiple outlets, split 

circuits, 3-way switches and 4-way switches, Dolby 6.1 surround sound and 

residential alarm systems.  

 

Principles of 

Engineering II 

Course 720 

1 semester ½  

credit/ semester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This course will expand on the knowledge acquired and the activities 

performed in Principles of Engineering I.   The focus will be an activity-

driven curriculum around mechanical and materials processes including 

Manufacturing & Design/Production of Plastics/Metals/Woods.  Students 

will use advanced 3-D solid modeling and CAM software to design, test and 

analyze the concepts of stress, deformation, and strain of materials. From the 

models students will produce numerous projects out of solid materials that 

will be used to verify computerized studies.  Topics will include: analysis of 

parts, CAM problem solving, molding technology and Alternative energies. 

Projects & activities include: injection molding, vacuum forming, rapid 

prototyping, CNC operations, CAM milling of your own custom parts, CAM 

turning of your own custom parts and design and production of a wind 

turbine.  All projects will develop the ability to problem solve, analyze and 

use logical reasoning while developing design skills.  

Prerequisite:  700                        

 

Principles of 

Engineering III 

Course 721 

1 semester ½  

credit/ semester 

 

You will apply the practical knowledge of what you learned in POE II to 

create more advanced models and parts.  Topics will include fluid power, 

relationships between loads and stresses, load-carrying capacity and advanced 

CAM tool path creation.  Projects & Activities will include fluid power robot 

construction, cantilever manufacturing and custom injection and vacuum 

forming molds.  Focuses in this course will be based on professionalism and 

quality workmanship.  

Prerequisite:  720                        

 

  



 

 

Advanced Wood 

Design & 

Fabrication: 

Course 731/732/733 

1semester each 

½ credit/ semester 

 

 

 

This course will explore advanced fundamentals of design and fabrication 

using resources and drawing on prior knowledge.  Students will choose a 

product of their choice and learn core concepts in areas that will include 

wood properties and identification, joinery procedures, finish techniques, 

design layout, CNC operations and cost analysis.  The knowledge acquired 

through this course extends across all disciplines, as the ability to analyze and 

interpret plans is an essential component of the class and the production of 

the final project. 

 

Architectural CAD  

Interior  Design, 

Landscape Design: 

Course 745 

½ credit/ semester 

This course is for students who wish to learn how to create their dream floor 

plans and explore and create interior colors and textures for their space.  

Utilizing PUNCH students will develop the skills needed to create landscapes 

and hardscapes (stone walls, patios) of the architectural design. This process 

develops and strengthens studentsô imagination to think technically and 

freelance other aspects of the job.   

Prerequisite:  701 

 

Advanced 

Architectural CAD  

Interior & Landscape 

Design 

Course 746 

½ credit/ semester 

Students will build upon the skills developed in 745 to explore more in depth 

floor plans, interiors/exteriors designs and textures.  Students will simulate 

the professional duties of an Architect/Interior designer or landscape designer 

by producing a project for clients.  

Prerequisite: 745.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
Placement in a particular course level is flexible from semester to semester and year to year, 

depending on students' abilities and achievements.  Students must successfully complete four 

credits in English at their ability levels.  All English classes stress writing, reading, thinking, and 

discussion skills. 

 

A student will be placed in a course at a level appropriate for his/her ability.  If there is any doubt 

at the time of selection, the student should consult the teacher of the course and/or the 

chairperson of the English Department. 

 

All freshmen are required to enroll in Reading & Writing Workshop; sophomores in Foundation 

Literature and Writing Workshop; juniors in American Literature and Composition.  Seniors are 

required to choose from courses numbered 134, 152/153, 156-157, 164, or 180 and higher; 

however, it is recommended that seniors planning to go to college enroll in literature courses.  

Seniors, juniors, and sophomores wishing to take a second English may do so with a 

recommendation from the English Department.   

 

Juniors and seniors enrolled in certain NWTC programs may earn English credit through their 

NWTC programs.  Please consult the NWTC section of the Program of Studies for further 

explanation. 

 

ENGLISH COURSE SEQUENCE 

Four credits of English are required for graduation.  An assortment of electives may be taken in 

addition to these required courses. 

 

9
th

 Grade  10
th

 Grade  
Required: 

   Reading & Writing Workshop 

   Accelerated Reading & Writing Workshop 

Required: 

   Foundation Literature & Composition 

   Accelerated Foundation Literature & Composition 

Electives: 

   Creative Writing 

   Journalism 

   Public Speaking 

   Video Literature 

   Vocabulary 

11
th

 Grade  12
th

 Grade  
Required: 

   American Literature & Composition 

   Advanced Placement Language & Composition 

Electives: 

   Advanced Journalism 

   Canadian Literature 

   Creative Writing 

   Expository Writing 

   Journalism 

   Philosophy 

   Poetry 

   Public Speaking 

   Video Literature 

   Vocabulary 

Required: 

   Advanced Journalism (1/2 credit) 

   Advanced Placement English Literature & 

Composition 

   British & World Literature & Composition 

   Canadian Literature 

   Expository Writing 

   Lifetime English 

   20
th
 and 21

st
 Century Literature & Composition 

Electives: 

   Advanced Journalism 

   Canadian Literature 

   Creative Writing 

   Expository Writing 

   Journalism 

   Philosophy 

   Poetry 

   Public Speaking 

   Video Literature 

   Vocabulary 



 

Grade Number Course Prerequisite 

9 10112 Reading & Writing 

Workshop (A, B) 

Grade 8 English & Teacher Recommendation 

9 10114 Reading & Writing 

Workshop (Team Odyssey) 

(A, B) 

Grade 8 English & Teacher Recommendation 

9 10116 Reading & Writing 

Workshop (A, B) 

Grade 8 English & Teacher Recommendation 

9 10118 Accelerated Reading & 

Writing Workshop (A, B) 

Grade 8 English & Teacher Recommendation, 

satisfactory completion of summer assignment  

10 10122 Foundation Literature & 

Composition (A, B) 

Grade 9 English & Teacher Recommendation 

10 10126 Foundation Literature & 

Composition (A, B) 

Grade 9 English & Teacher Recommendation 

10 10128 Accelerated Foundation  

Literature & Composition 

(A, B) 

Grade 9 English & Teacher Recommendation, 

satisfactory completion of summer assignment 

11 10132 American Literature & 

Composition A, B) 

Grade 10 English & Teacher Recommendation 

11-12 10134 Canadian Literature Junior Standing 

11 10136 American Literature & 

Composition (A, B) 

Grade 10 English & Teacher Recommendation 

11 10138 Advanced Placement Junior 

Language & Composition 

(A, B) 

Sophomore year teacherôs recommendation, 

satisfactory score on the summer reading 

assignment, and parental consent 

10-12 10147 Public Speaking Sophomore Standing 

10-12 10149 Video Literature Sophomore Standing 

11-12 10150 Poetry Junior Standing 

11-12 10151 Philosophy Junior Standing 

12 10152, 10153 Lifetime English Grade 11 English & Teacher Recommendation 

10-12 10154, 10155 Journalism Grade 9 English 

11-12 10156, 10157 Advanced Journalism Two semesters of Journalism/Instructor 

Approval 

12 10164 Expository Writing Junior Standing 

10-12 10168 Creative Writing Grade 9 English 

9-12 10169,10170 English as a Second 

Language 

Teacher Recommendation 

10-12 10173 Vocabulary Grade 9 English 



12 10180, 10181 20
th
 and 21

st
 Century 

Literature & Composition 

Grade 11 English & Teacher Recommendation 

12 10185, 10186 British & World Literature 

and Composition 

Grade 11 English & Teacher Recommendation 

12 10195 Advanced Placement English 

Literature and Composition 

(A, B) 

Junior year teacher's recommendation, 

satisfactory score on the summer reading 

assignment, and parental consent. 

 

 

 

Reading & Writing 

Workshop  

Course 10112, 10112B 

 2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

This one-year course teaches the fundamentals of reading, literature and 

writing.  It presents ideas and techniques upon which the other English 

courses are built and covers the following areas:  library skills, writing, 

grammar skills, speech, vocabulary, short stories, poetry, drama, and the 

novel. Continuing emphasis is placed on the competencies of speaking, 

listening, writing, and reading.  Students are recommended for this course by 

their sending schools.  Required for graduation. 

 

Reading & Writing 

Workshop  

Course 10114, 10114B 

(Team Odyssey) 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This offering is the Global Studies and Reading and Writing Workshop 

component of a freshman interdisciplinary program.  Curriculum from each of 

the disciplines is followed and matches the course descriptions for 10116, and 

10216 yet presentation is theme-based.  In order to do this, the students are 

actively engaged in projects throughout the year emphasizing the use of 

computers, research, interviews, oral presentations, group collaboration, 

problem solving, and community interaction.  In conjunction with these 

projects ï reading, writing, organization, vocabulary, social and study skills 

are continually reinforced. 

 

The philosophy of the team is to make connections between the two 

disciplines, and to connect students with each other and with all facets of 

Bellows Free Academy, academically and socially.  This process-oriented 

program enables students to develop skills, attitudes, and behaviors that 

prepare them to function as responsible, effective citizens for the 21
st
 century. 

It is expected that Team Odyssey students will be reading and writing on 

or above grade level.  There is a limited enrollment in Team Odyssey. 

 

Reading & Writing 

Workshop 

Course 10116, 10116B 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

Reading and Writing Workshop continues (from grades 7 and 8) with the 

fundamentals of literature and writing.  Reading and Writing Workshop 

presents ideas and techniques upon which the other English courses are built 

and covers the following units:  essay writing, grammar, speech, vocabulary, 

short stories, poetry, drama, and the novel.  Continuing emphasis is placed on 

the competencies of speaking, listening, writing, and reading as well as study 

skills.  Students are recommended for this course by their sending schools.  

Required for graduation.  Students must be reading and writing on/or above 

grade level. 

It is expected that students enrolling in English 10116 will be reading and 

writing on or above grade level.   

It is expected that students enrolling in English 10116 will be reading and 

writing on or above grade level. 



 

 

 

Accelerated Reading & 

Writing Workshop 

Course 10118, 10118B 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

 

This course is a rigorous program for college bound students.  The curriculum 

includes all areas of language arts with an emphasis on in-depth analysis of 

literature, expository writing skills, and grammar.  The students are expected 

to keep pace with a demanding amount of reading and essay writing.  The 

literature included in the curriculum has been selected and arranged to 

correlate with the units of study in Global Studies 10218.  Required for 

graduation.  Students must be assigned to both 10118 and 10218 and must be 

reading and writing well above grade level.   

Prerequisite:  8
th
 grade teacher recommendation, satisfactory completion of 

summer assignment. 

 

Foundation Literature & 

Composition Course 

10122, 10122B 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

Students in Foundation Literature & Composition 10122 study ñsourceò 

literature through a thematic approach.  Emphasis is placed on helping the 

students to continue to develop their skills in English.  Continuing emphasis 

will be placed on the competencies of reading, writing, speaking and 

listening.  Required for graduation.  Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of 

grade 9 English and recommendation of previous teacher. 

 

Foundation Literature & 

Composition Course 

10126, 10126B 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

Students in Foundation Literature & Composition 10126 study ñsourceò 

literature, folk tales, myths, biblical stories and ancient works.  They will be 

expected to know the genres of literature and to know how to write varied 

essay forms as well as to write and present a research paper.  Emphasis is 

placed on helping the students to continue to develop their reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking skills through the study of our cultural heritage.  

Required for graduation. 

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 9 English and recommendation 

of previous teacher. 

 

Accelerated Foundation 

Literature & Composition 

10128, 10128B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

Students in this class will study ñsourceò literature: folk tales, and myths from 

many cultures, biblical stories and ancient works.  They will be expected to 

know the genres of literature and to know how to write varied essay forms and 

to present a research project.  The students will do more in-depth reading and 

more sophisticated writing than in other levels.  Continuing emphasis will be 

placed on the competencies of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  

Required for graduation.  

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 9 English, recommendation of 

previous teacher, and satisfactory completion of summer assignment. 

 

American Literature and 

Composition  

Course 10132, 10132B 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

Students in this course use a variety of American texts throughout the two 

semesters.  Emphasis is placed on helping the students to continue to develop 

their literary and writing skills.  The major areas of concentration are the 

literary genres and the expository essay.  Continuing emphasis is placed on 

the competencies of speaking, listening, writing, and reading.  Required for 

graduation. 

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 10 English and 

recommendation of previous teacher. 

 

  



Canadian Literature Course 

10134 

1 semester 

½ credit/semester 

Canadian Literature will allow students to gain an understanding of social and 

cultural aspects of Canada while studying the wealth of literature created 

north of the border.  This survey course will include contemporary novels, 

short stories, poems and films.  It will be a traditional literature course in 

which students complete rigorous reading assignments and write personal  

responses and analytical essays based on the literary works. 

Prerequisite:  Junior or senior standing.  During senior year, Canadian 

Li terature can count toward English graduation credit requirements. 

 

American Literature and 

Composition  

Course 10136, 10136B 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

Students in this course study a chronological survey of American literature.  

Emphasis throughout is placed on helping students to continue to develop 

their reading and writing skills.  The major areas of concentration are the 

literary genres of poetry, drama, short story, and novel; the expository essay; 

oral reports, and a review of grammar through the studentsô writing.  Required 

for graduation.   

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 10 English and 

recommendation of previous teacher. 

 

Advanced Placement 

Language and Composition  

Course 10138, 10138B 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition is designed to prepare 

advanced college preparatory students for the Advanced Placement 

Examination in Language and Composition given through the College Board 

each May.  Students who pass the May examination are eligible to receive 

freshman composition credit at a large number of cooperating colleges and 

universities.  The course is designed to investigate the various forms of formal 

and informal discourse and how students can best use rhetorical models to 

improve their written communication.   Both writing and reading tasks are 

focused on how various discourses work.  Following the AP tradition, this 

class will also be treated as a college seminar on American Literature.  

Students will be introduced to the realm of American Literature while 

developing and refining their reading, interpretive, writing, discussion, and 

analytical skills.  Students entering AP English should be skilled in basic 

composition and proficient in their use of Standard English grammar and 

mechanics.  An extensive summer reading and writing component is required 

to enroll in this course.  Each student is required to pay for the AP test, 

although alternative funding may be available for needy students. 

Prerequisite:  Sophomore year teacherôs recommendation, satisfactory score 

on the summer reading assignment, and parental consent. 

 

Public Speaking Course 

147  

1 semester  

½ credit 

The major goals of speech class are to help the student to gain self-confidence 

and to instruct the students in the technique of organizing and delivering 

speeches.  Highly recommended for any student planning on a career in public 

service.  Limited to 20 students.   

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 11 English and 

recommendation of previous teacher.  May be taken by juniors and 

sophomores as a second English upon recommendation by the English 

Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Video Literature Course 

10149 

1 semester  

½ credit 

Video Literature is designed to study how stories told through video 

productions, both film and television, impact political, social, and economic 

change in society.  Specific units include studies of prime time television, the 

history and influence of the music video, the development of the film 

industry, advertisements, and television news.  Students will learn camera and 

editing usage and produce their productions.  Limit 20 students.   

Prerequisite: Sophomore status. 

 

Poetry 

Course 10150  

1 semester  

½ credit 

Poetry is designed for students who want to sharpen their aesthetics and 

analytical senses in relation to the genre of poetry.  In addition to the study of 

the technical and structural aspects of poetry such as imagery, metaphor, 

symbol, allegory, irony, and meter, much emphasis is given to the 

appreciation of the vital, living qualities that are inherent in the poetic works. 

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of English 10126, and recommendation 

of previous teacher.  May be taken by juniors (10136, 10138) as a second 

English upon recommendation by the English Department. 

 

Philosophy 

Course 10151 

1 semester  

½ credit 

 

 

 

 

This course approaches the study of philosophy in two principal ways.  First, 

students are given an opportunity to deal in open class discussion with the 

kinds of questions that have given rise to philosophy through the ages ï 

questions about the nature of good and evil, human rights, injustice, the 

principles underlying conduct, thought, knowledge, and the nature of the 

universe, to name a few.  Students in effect, experience philosophy first hand 

as a basic human function.  Second, the student studies a survey of 

philosophers from Plato to modern 20
th
 century thinkers.  They are given a 

chance to learn about and question the ideas of the greatest philosophical 

minds in history.   

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of Sophomore English.   

 

Lifetime English 

Course 10152, 10153 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

Lifetime English is designed to meet the individual literacy needs of 

graduating BFA students entering the world of work.  Reading with accuracy 

and insight and writing with precision are the goals of this class.  Each student 

will engage in an educational contract that sets literacy goals.  A typical 

program would include reading of public discourse, fiction, job descriptions, 

and business communication.  Students will be expected to write in various 

forms of discourse:  personal and business letters, argumentation, essays, 

reports, and basic research.  The role of literature will be to present models of 

ethical behaviors in order to build a dialogue about morals and ethics in the 

adult world.  Each student will spend significant time in the library and on the 

Internet.   

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Junior English and teacher 

recommendation. 

 

Journalism 

Course 10154, 10155 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

 

The Journalism class is responsible for publication of the BFA Mercury.  The 

essentials of both writing and editing are taught as the student prepares for 

news writing, feature writing, editorial writing and sports writing for The 

Mercury.  Other areas include photo-journalism, layout, advertising, and 

broadcast journalism.  Students must write on deadline.   

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 9 English and recommendation 

of previous teacher.   

  



 

 

 

Advanced Journalism 

Course 10156, 10157 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

 

 

Advanced Journalism is a course designed to enable students who are 

considering journalism as a career or are interested in the media field to work 

on 4-8 week projects.   

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of two semesters of journalism and 

approval of the instructor.  The student must maintain a C+ average to remain 

in the course.  Limit 15 students.   

During senior year only ½ credit of Advanced Journalism can count toward 

English graduation credit requirements. 

 

Expository Writing 

Course 10164 

1 semester  

½ credit 

 

 

This one-semester course is designed for any students who wish to improve 

their ability to write essays.  The course is designed primarily for college 

bound students and is limited to 15 students.  The purpose is to provide 

students an intensive experience in essay writing.  The workload is one 500-

word essay or its equivalent per week.  There will be extensive use of the 

computer lab.  Class time is provided for writing.   

Prerequisite:  Completion of grade 10 English and recommendation of 

previous teacher.  During senior year, Expository Writing can count toward 

English graduation credit requirements. 

 

Creative Writing Course 

10168 

1 semester  

½ credit 

This course is designed for students who wish to expand their basic skills of 

writing into a more imaginative use of the language.  The work ñcreativeò 

tends to suggest that student must create.  Not construct. Not narrate. Not 

simply tell the story they have in mind.  The objective is that students use 

ñimaginationò and keen personal concern in writing.  Much emphasis is 

placed on the rewrite process.  Limited to 15 students per class.   

Prerequisite:  Completion of grade 9 English and recommendation of previous 

teacher.   

 

English as a Second 

Language (ESL) 

Course 10169, 

10170 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

English as a Second Language is a class specifically for non-native speakers 

of English.  The course provides instruction in the skills of speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing as well as learning about American culture and 

its idiomatic expressions.  Also assistance is given to these students who need 

help with their schoolwork from other content areas.  Grade levels: 9-12. 

 

Vocabulary  

Course 10173 

1 semester  

½ credit 

 

 

 

 

The students will be exposed to the following:  basic prefixes and suffixes, 

root words, familiar phrases, groups of words with related meanings, words 

with interesting histories, and words adopted from other languages.  The 

course attempts to improve the studentsô knowledge of and use of words and 

to help students phrase more skillfully and express themselves more 

accurately.  Prerequisite:  Sophomores, juniors and seniors may take the 

course with permission of the English Department, but sophomores are given 

first preference.  This course is an elective and does not fulfill English 

graduation requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20
th
 and 21

st
 Century 

Literature and Composition  

Course 10180, 10181 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

20
th
 and 21

st
 Century Literature and Composition fulfills the needs of the 

college-bound student who needs to develop his/her reading and writing 

skills.  This class  

will read from a survey of 20
th
 and 21

st
 century literature deriving from 

various cultures and points of view.  College composition skills will be 

introduced. 

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 11 English and the 

recommendation of the previous teacher. 

 

British & World Literature 

and Composition 

Course 10185, 10186 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

British & World Literature and Composition is highly recommended for the 

college bound student.  This course strives to develop the aspiring college 

studentôs analytical, research, and expository writing skills.  This class is 

designed as a survey course that examines British Literature from the earliest 

Anglo-Saxon poetry to modern poetry, novels, and plays.  Students will also 

examine the impact British and World literature have on American culture.  

Authors as diverse as Chaucer, Paton, Shakespeare, Gardner, and Achebe will 

be read.  Composition elements emphasize the development of a strong 

personal voice.   

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 11 English and the 

recommendation of the previous teacher. 

 

Advanced Placement 

English Literature and 

Composition  

Course 10195 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

The primary goal of Advanced Placement English Literature is to develop the 

studentôs abilities as an independent reader and writer by giving the student a 

college-level course during the senior year.  

Advanced Placement English is both demanding and intellectually stimulating. It 

requires the studentôs best effort consistently and puts emphasis upon the student 

developing independence of thought and mature habits of critical thinking. 

Classroom discussion and active participation are vital and serve as a means 

of testing the studentôs ideas. Written assignments, both short and long-term, will 

be an important and frequent feature of the course. We will work with both 

canonical and modern fiction and poetry, concentrating on teaching the student to 

encounter new works and respond in his or her own informed voice. 

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of grade 11 English, junior year 

teacherôs recommendation, satisfactory completion of the summer reading 

assignment, and parental consent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINE ARTS 
 

Grade Number Course Prerequisite 

9-12 10839 
Beginning Photography Visual Arts (2 semesters) 

 

9-12 
10850, 

10851 

Visual Arts (A, B) None 

9-12 10852 Sculpture Visual Arts (2 semesters) 

9-12 10854 Clay Visual Arts (2 semesters) with a grade of B- or 

better 

9-12 10856 Painting Visual Arts (2 semesters) with a grade of B- or 

better 

9-12 10858 Drawing Visual Arts (2 semesters) with a grade of B- or 

better 

10-12 10860, 

10861 

Studio I (A, B) Visual Arts (2 semesters) 

11-12 10862, 

10863 

Studio II (A, B) Studio I 

12 10864, 

10865 

Art Seminar (A, B) Studio II or permission of instructor 

12 10889 AP Studio Art (A, B) Permission of instructor  

9 10867, 

10868 

Freshman Drama I, II  None 

10-12 10869, 

10870 

Drama I, II Grade 9 English & teacher recommendation 

10-12 10871, 

10872 

Advanced Drama I, II Successful completion of Freshman Drama I or 

Drama I and successful completion of Freshman 

Drama II or Drama II and teacher recommendation. 

9-12 10873 *Introduction to Dance None 

9-12 10874 *Advanced Dance Introduction to Dance with a grade of B- or better 

9-12 10877 Chorus I (A, B) None 

9-12 10878 Band I (A, B) Previous instrumental instruction 

9 10879 Band/Chorus I (A, B) Previous instrumental instruction 

10-12 10880 Chorus II (A, B) Completion of at least two semesters of Chorus I 

with a C average or better, or permission of teacher. 

10-12 10881 Band II (A, B) Band I with a grade of C or better or permission of 

instructor 

10-12 10882 Band/Chorus II (A, B) Band I/Chorus with a grade of C or better 

9-12 

 

10883 

 

Music Technology Successful completion of any music related course 

or permission of instructor. 

9-12 10885 Band III (A, B) Permission of instructor only 

9-12 10887 Beginning Guitar None 

9-12 10895, 

10896 

Piano Lab I (A, B) None 

10-12 10897, 

10898 

Piano Lab II (A, B) Piano Lab I 

10-12 10899 Music Theory Previous background in music study 

 

 

 



 

*Students may receive P.E. credit for successful completion of a dance class at ½ credit per 

semester up to a total of one credit.  Any dance class can count for either Art or P.E. credit, but 

not for both. 

 

Beginning 

Photography 

Course 10839 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This class is designed as an introduction to camera and darkroom techniques in black 

and white photography.  Concepts of design and composition in photography are 

studied, together with technical aspects of camera, films and exposure.  Students learn 

black and white developing, contact printing, creative manipulations and enlarging.  

Students will complete a series of lessons that address all of these essential objectives. 

 Instruction will include group demonstrations, one on one check for understanding, 

lessons linked to methods and through a historical perspective.  This class will extend 

studentsô vocabulary and knowledge of methods, using a completely different art form. 

 Having this class as part of a studentôs background will afford them a more diverse 

portfolio and repertoire from which to draw when applying to higher education art 

programs.  

Prerequisite: Visual Arts 10850 & 10851  B- or better 

 

Visual Arts  

Course 10850, 

10851 

2 semesters 

(A,B) 

½ credit/semester 

 

This is a foundation course for the other levels of art. In this course we cover the 

introductions to drawing, painting and 3-dimensional sculpture. Students will learn the 

fundamentals of different mediums and techniques so they will develop an 

understanding of these art forms. Art history and art appreciation will also be 

incorporated. 

Prerequisite: Visual Arts 10850 must be taken before 10851. 

 

Sculpture 

Course 10852 

1 semester 

½ credit 

Foundation course in three-dimensional visual art, using a variety of materials.  

Students explore the principles of design and form through hands-on problem solving 

projects.  These projects will include modeling, construction, kinetic art, and mixed 

media.  Students also become familiar with various sculptors of historical significance. 

  

Prerequisite:  Visual Arts 10850, 10851 B- or better 

 

Clay 

Course 10854 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

In this introductory course, students will learn the three hand building techniques; 

pinch, coil and slab.  Students will be exposed to the firing process and art history 

involving the clay medium.  Emphasis will be placed on process and participation as 

well as the final pieces.  

Prerequisite: Visual Arts 10850 & 10851 B- or better 

 

Drawing 

Course 10858 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

An introduction to developing drawing skills through various mediums.  The student 

will develop hand-eye coordination; learn to do complete drawings involving texture 

and value - with use of a single medium, i.e. pencil, ink, charcoal - of landscapes, still 

life, and portraits.   

Prerequisite:  Visual Arts 10850 & 10851, B- or better. 

 

Painting 

Course 10856 

1 Semester  

½ credit 

An introductory course into Painting techniques. This class will focus on a variety of 

painting styles, skill development, and exploration of a variety of painting techniques 

and media such as watercolor, acrylic and water soluable oil painting  

Prerequisite: Visual Arts 10850 & 10851, B-or better. 

 

 

 

 

 



Studio I 

Course 10860, 

10861 

2 semesters  

(A, B) 

½ credit/semester 

Studio I will incorporate a variety of techniques and mediums taking the information 

that was taught in Visual Arts to a more complex level.  Visual Problem solving 

through two-dimensional and three dimensional works will be explored.   

Prerequisite: Visual Arts 10850 & 10851 B- or better 

1/2 credit each semester; does not have to take consecutively. Can take either section, 

or both. 

Studio II 

Course 10862, 

10863 

2 semesters 

(A, B) 

½ credit/semester 

 

Students should be at an intermediate level to take this course, as the requirement 

assumes excellence in drawing and painting skills.  Concern is given to design and 

compositional awareness, and a variety of creative and skill-building assignments will 

be stressed.  Stress will be given to individual needs and skills. 

Prerequisite:  Visual Arts and Studio I or permission of instructor B- or better 

Art Seminar 

Course 10864, 

10865 

2 semesters  

(A, B) 

½ credit/semester 

 

This course offers flexibility in student needs.  It is necessary in this offering to be 

concerned with the advanced skills of the student.  Portfolio preparations for art school 

acceptance will be stressed.  Students will be given time to develop their area of 

expertise in their media choice.   

Prerequisite:  Studio II or permission of instructor B- or better 

 

AP Studio Art 

Course 10889, 

10890 

2 semesters 

1/2 credit/semester 

 

Advanced Placement Studio Art is designed for sophomores, juniors and seniors with a 

strong foundation in art and an interest in completing a comprehensive portfolio for 

college application or the Advanced Studio Art exam.  The course will consist of the 3-

part format specified by the College Board for the Advanced Placement Portfolio.  

Students will begin with summer sketchbook assignments and a review of the elements 

of design and principles of composition, as well as mastery of a variety of media in the 

Breadth Section of the course.  They will develop an independent CONCENTRATION 

based on their interests and explorations focused on a specific medium in Drawing, 2-

D or 3-D Design.  A group of QUALITY works represents their best efforts in one area 

will be completed.  Students will also learn to professionally photograph, mat, and 

label their work for presentation.  Self-motivation is a requirement. 

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructors 

 

Freshman Drama  

I, II  

Course 10867, 

10868 

½ credit/semester 

The course will be divided into two semesters with students able to take either or both. 

 It is a performance-oriented course in which the student will gain awareness of the 

communication process through the study of acting and theater techniques.  The first 

semester will include pantomime, improvisation, acting, costuming, and stage 

movement.  The second semester will deal more directly with vocal techniques, 

technical theater, formal stage productions, and playwriting.  Freshman Drama allows 

ninth graders access to a drama course without the pressure of having to perform with 

upperclassmen. 

 

Drama I, II 

Course 10869, 

10870 

½ credit/semester 

This course has been divided into two separate semesters with students able to take 

either or both.  It is a performance-oriented course whereby the student will gain an 

awareness of the communication process through the study of acting and theater 

techniques.  During the first semester, the students will be involved in pantomime, 

acting, costuming, and stage movement.  The second semester will deal more directly 

with vocal techniques, technical theater, formal stage productions, and playwriting.  

Prerequisite:  10
th
, 11

th
, or 12

th
 grade standing. 

 

  



Advanced Drama  

I, II  

Course 10871, 

10872 

½ credit/semester 

 

In Advanced Drama the student will delve deeper into the art of acting.  Emphasis will 

be placed on training the speaking voice, character development, playwriting, and 

directing.  Students will be involved with preparing and performing both monologues 

and scenes.  Students will also be expected to participate in some aspect of the co-

curricular Drama Program.   

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Freshman Drama I or Drama I and successful 

completion of Freshman Drama II or Drama II and teacher recommendation. 

 

Introduction to 

Dance 

Course 10873 

1 semester 

½ credit/semester 

This course is an introductory dance class offered for one semester.  This course serves 

as an introduction to the fundamentals of ballet, modern, jazz/hip-hop dance and 

improvisation and composition. It is a beginning level course exposing students to 

basic dance vocabulary, technique, and history of dance. The emphasis of the class is 

less on talent than on commitment, regular attendance, student effort and willingness 

to try.  Introduction to Dance students may earn ½ credit in physical education or ½ 

credit in Fine Arts through this course.  Students must earn a B- in this course in order 

to join advanced dance.  Introduction to Dance may be repeated only one time. 

 

Advanced Dance 

Ensemble 

Course 10874 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This course is offered to students who wish to further their dance training in jazz, 

modern, and ballet after completing Intro. to Dance.  In addition to daily technique 

classes, students will learn and perform a variety of new choreography, create their 

own dance compositions, and participate in field trips to live performances and master 

classes presented by professional artists.  Advanced dance is primarily a performing 

ensemble.  Performances will include a full evening of dance in the late Spring; a 

presentation of student choreography; local school tour; pep rallies, and community 

events.  Dance students may earn one (1) physical education or one (1) Fine Arts credit 

by participating in 2 semesters of dance.  Advanced dance students may join the 

ensemble for any or all of the courses offered in any semester and in any order.  

Advanced dancers may also take an Intro. to Dance course with permission from the 

teacher.   

Prerequisite:  All  students must complete a semester of Introduction to Dance with a 

B- or better average.  An average of B- or better must also be maintained in order to 

remain in the advanced dance ensemble. 

 

Chorus I 

Course 10877 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

 

 

 

Chorus I is an introduction to choral singing.  It is designed for freshmen and first year 

choral students.  Special emphasis will be placed on the development of individual 

sight reading and aural skills, and vocal technique.  Students will be given the 

opportunity to study and perform music of all styles and periods from Renaissance to 

Contemporary including sacred, folk, jazz, and popular music. Chorus I students may 

elect to participate in music festivals, exchange concerts, small ensembles and 

musicals as additional activities.  Attendance at all performances is mandatory. No 

experience is necessary. 

 

Chorus II 

Course 10880 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

Chorus II will provide students with the opportunity to continue to develop choral 

singing, individual sight-reading, aural skills and vocal technique.  Students will study 

and perform from an advanced repertoire composed of a variety of styles, including 

sacred, folk, jazz, and popular from the Renaissance through the contemporary period. 

Chorus II students are encouraged to participate in music festivals, exchange concerts, 

small ensembles and musicals as additional activities. Attendance at all performances 

is mandatory.  

Prerequisite:  Completion of Chorus I with a C average or better. 

 



 

Band I 

Course 10878 

2 semesters 

(A, B) 

½ credit/semester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Band I is the introductory band at BFA.  All incoming students are automatically 

enrolled in Band I unless they have taken a placement exam with their band instructor 

or Mr. Bushey.  This course will be a performance-based ensemble that will study 

musical performance, music theory, and music history.  There will be a heavy focus on 

scales, rudiments, and introductory music theory in this class.  Students will be given 

specific exercises and assignments that will help them to become better performers and 

to understand more about how music is created.  All students in Band I will be 

assigned a specific weekly lesson time with Mr. Bushey to better facilitate their 

learning of the material in class and to get individual help on their instrument in a like-

instrument, small group lesson. Attendance at all music department events is 

mandatory (concerts, parades, etc.)  All Band I students are encouraged to take this 

class for two semesters in order to automatically be considered for acceptance into 

Band II. 

Prerequisite:  Previous Band experience in school and the ability to read music.  All 

guitar and electric bass players must read notated music (not Tablature) and contact 

Mr. Bushey before signing up for Band I.  All Freshmen or new students to 

instrumental music at BFA are automatically signed up for this band unless they 

specifically audition for Band II or Band III. 

 

Band I/Chorus I 

Course 10879 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

Band I/Chorus I is designed to allow students to participate in both vocal and 

instrumental music on a weekly basis. All requirements of each class must be met for 

students who wish to do both. A Band/Chorus student will alternate days between the 

two performing ensembles. 

Prerequisite:  All Band I and Chorus I prerequisites will apply to this class. 

 

Band II 

Course 10881 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

 

 

Band II continues the study all of the aspects of music studied in Band I at a more 

advanced level. The ensemble will be performance-based and most learning will occur 

in a rehearsal setting. Students will be expected to master technical exercises, 

memorize scales and rudiments, and continue to achieve mastery in intermediate music 

theory. Attendance at all music department events is mandatory (concerts, parades, 

etc.) All Band II students are encouraged to take this class for both semesters in order 

to complete the yearôs curriculum and performance opportunities. 

Prerequisite:  Completion of Band I with a passing grade, instructorôs permission, or 

successful completion of the entrance exam requirements for this band.  Any incoming 

freshmen who wish to audition for Band II are encouraged to do so and should contact 

Mr. Bushey at 527-6537 to arrange for an audition time. 

 

Band II/Chorus II 

Course 10882 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

Band II/Chorus II is designed to allow students to participate in both vocal and 

instrumental music on a weekly basis. All requirements of each class must be met for 

students who wish to do both. A Band/Chorus student will alternate days between the 

two performing ensembles. 

Prerequisite:  All Band II and Chorus II prerequisites will apply to this class. 

 

Music Technology 

Course 10883 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This course will focus on the technical aspects of music production, including but not 

limited to, digital recording, sample basic sequencing, and application of recording 

theory.  Students will have access to the recording studio in the music department for 

both in school and out of school projects.  Prerequisite: successful completion of any 

BFA music course and permission of the instructor. 

 

  



Band III 

Course 10885 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

Band III is the most advanced band at BFA. This group is comprised mostly of 

upperclassmen who have met the requirements for admittance to this ensemble. This 

group is specifically designed for the advanced instrumentalist at BFA. The class will 

consist of performing and studying many aspects of music including music theory, 

music history, and musical performance. Students will be expected to perform all 

scales and rudiments memorized at a mastery level. Students in Band III will also be 

expected to be working on solo literature for their instrument that demonstrates 

mastery at an advanced high school level.  Attendance at all music department events 

is mandatory (concerts, parades, etc.) All Band III students are encouraged to take this 

class for two semesters in order to complete the yearôs curriculum and performance 

opportunities. 

Prerequisite:  Admittance is by instructorôs permission ONLY. Any incoming 

freshmen who wish to audition for Band III are encouraged to do so and should contact 

Mr. Bushey at 527-6537 to arrange for an audition time.  

 

Beginning Guitar 

Course 10887 

1 Semester 

½ credit/semester 

 

Beginning guitar class assumes no prior skill on the instrument.  This class will start 

from the very basics of how to hold the instrument and methodically introduces note 

reading, chord reading, improvisation (soloing), finger style guitar and many other 

aspects of playing the guitar.  Students will learn how to enjoy making music on the 

guitar both by themselves and with others.  Guitar ensembles, duets and bands of 

various sorts will be put together with the students in this class. 

Students who are already proficient at reading musical notation and chord symbols are 

welcome to take this class, but will be encouraged to see Mr. Bushey about becoming 

part of another performing organization.  Students who are proficient on the guitar but 

do not have an understanding of the chords or notes they are playing will be well 

served by this class.  Open to grades 9-12 ï No prior musical experience is necessary.  

Limited to 15 students. 

 

Piano Lab I 

Course 10895, 

10896 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

 

In Piano Lab, students are first given instruction in keyboard orientation.  The unit is 

followed by a unit in reading, which contains graded reading materials and a variety of 

exercises necessary for pianistic development.  Students progress at their own pace; 

however, minimum requirements are set forth. 

 

Piano Lab II 

Course 10897, 

10898 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

Piano Lab II is especially important for a student planning a career in Music 

Education.  These students must be able to harmonize given melodies with 

appropriate accompaniments and to attain an ample pianistic reading repertory.  

Students will progress at their own pace; however, minimum requirements are set 

forth.  Prerequisite:  Piano Lab I. 

 

Music Theory 

Course 10899 

1 semester 

½ credit 

This course is primarily for students who would like to delve more deeply into the 

study of music.  Music theory and ear training are integral parts of this course.  A 

textbook and workbook are used in this course as well as recordings and other class 

materials.  

Prerequisite:  Music study.  All students must be able to proficiently read music to take 

this course. 

 

 

 

 

 



MATHEMATICS 
 

The Mathematics Department has developed a curriculum that is designed to meet the needs of 

every student at BFA. We offer courses so that each student can take courses that are appropriate 

for his or her mathematical development.  The courses are carefully sequenced to provide 

reinforcement of previously learned concepts and sequential development of new material.  Each 

course has prerequisites that are designed to ensure that every student will have a high probability 

of success. 

 

The Mathematics Department also recognizes that appropriate study skills are important to 

academic success.  Therefore, each student will be required to maintain a comprehensive 

notebook, according to the specifications of the teacher.  Regular attendance, participation in 

class, and completion of daily assignments will also be considered minimum requirements. 

 

 Mathematics Course Sequence 

Three math credits are required for graduation.  Electives may be taken in addition to these 

courses. 

9
th
 Grade Options 10

th
 Grade Options 

Algebra I 

Foundations in Math A, B 

Geometry 

 

Algebra I 

Algebra II 

Foundations in Math A, B 

Geometry 

 

11
th
 Grade Options 12

th
 Grade Options 

Algebra II 

Applied Math 

Discrete Math 

Geometry 

Pre-Calculus 

Statistics 

 

Algebra II 

Applied Math 

AP Calculus 

Discrete Math 

Pre-Calculus 

Statistics 

 

 

Grade Number Course Prerequisite 

9, 10 10311 Foundations in Math (A, 

B) 

None 

9, 10 10314 Algebra I with Problem 

Solving Strategies (A, B) 

Teacher recommendation or Foundations Math (A, B) 

9, 10 10316 Algebra (A, B) Teacher recommendation or Foundation; also a grade of 

B or better in 8
th
 grade math 

9, 10 10318 Accelerated Algebra I 

(A, B) 

Teacher recommendation; grade of A in 8
th
 grade math 

9-12 10324 Geometry (A, B) Grade of C- or better in Algebra I 10316 or Algebra I 

10314 

9-12 10328 Accelerated Geometry 

(A, B) 

Grade of A in Algebra I 10316 or Accelerated Algebra I 

10318, or teacher recommendation 

10-12 10334 Algebra II (A, B) Pass Geometry 326/327, or grade of C or better in 

Geometry 10324 

10-12 10336 Algebra II (A, B) Grade of C or better in Geometry 326/327 or 

Accelerated Geometry 10328, or A in Geometry 10324 

    



10-12 10338 Accelerated Algebra II 

(A, B) 

Grade of B or better in Geometry 10326 or Accelerated 

Geometry 10328, or teacher recommendation. Note: 

Students taking Geometry and Algebra II concurrently 

need a grade of A in Algebra I 10316 or Accelerated 

Algebra I 10318 and teacher recommendation 

11-12 10340, 10341 Applied Mathematics I II One math credit from 10311 or higher course 

11-12 10342 Discrete Mathematics Algebra II 

11-12 10344 Statistics Grade of C or better in Algebra II 

11-12 10345 Pre-Calculus (A, B) Grade of B or better in Algebra II 10336 or Accelerated 

Algebra II 10338 

12 10358 AP Calculus (A, B) Grade of B or better in Pre-Calculus or permission of 

instructor 

 

 

Foundations in 

Mathematics  

Course 10311, 

10311B 

2 semesters 

½ credit/semester 

 

This course is intended for the student who has mastered whole number arithmetic, but is not 

yet ready for Algebra.  The major emphasis of this course will be strengthening skills in 

fractions, decimals, percent, and exploring other topics.  These other topics include number 

sense, algebra, geometry, statistics, logic, and problem solving.  After two semesters of study 

in Foundations in Mathematics (A, B), a student should be better able to reason both 

sequentially and holistically, and be more appreciative of the inter-relationships among the 

different aspects of mathematics. 

 Three levels of Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II are offered. 

 Å an 8 level means that the course will be academically challenging with independent 

work expected. 

 Å a 6 level means that rigorous attention will be given to all material. 

 Å a 4 level means that extra class time will be given for students to achieve 

understanding of the material presented. 

 

Algebra I with 

Problem Solving 

Strategies 

Course 10314, 

10314B 

semesters  

½ credit/semester 

 

This two-semester course combines the skills of Algebra I with problem solving strategies.  

Topics to be covered include algebraic applications, rules of Algebra, solving, graphing and 

writing linear equations, solving systems of linear equations, powers and exponents, quadratic 

equations, polynomials and factoring, proportions and radical equations.  Problem solving 

strategies to be included are Venn diagrams, matrices, systematic lists, diagrams, recognition 

of patterns, and trial and error. 

 

Algebra I 

Course 10316, 

10316B, 10318, 

10318B 

2 semesters  

½ credit semester 

 

Topics to be covered include algebraic applications, rules of algebra, solving, graphing, and 

writing linear equations, solving and graphing linear inequalities, solving systems of linear 

equations, powers and exponents, quadratic equations, polynomials and factoring, proportions 

and rational equations, functions, and radicals.  

 

Geometry 

Course 10324, 

10324B, 10326, 

10326B, 10328, 

10328B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

This course is designed to inspire in students greater awareness of the geometric world in 

which we live.  The topics to be covered include reasoning, lines in a plane, congruent 

triangles, properties of triangles, polygons, transformations, similarity, right triangles, circles, 

planar measurements, and space measurements. 

 



Algebra II 

Course 10334, 

10334B, 10336, 

10336B, 10338, 

10338B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

 

Topics covered include graphing, quadratic equations, relations and functions, complex 

numbers, matrices, sequences and series, and rational expressions. 

Applied 

Mathematics  

Course 10340, 

10341 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

This course presents students with concrete and useful applications of many mathematics and 

problem-solving skills.  Included are the mathematics of everyday living, like checking 

accounts, income taxes, health mathematics, and budgeting.  Other topics support our 

studentsô becoming active and conscientious citizens; these topics include vote counting 

methods and newspaper mathematics. 

 

Discrete 

Mathematics 

Course 10342 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This is a semester course for college bound students who have completed Algebra II.  Topics 

covered include vote counting, networks, matrices, graph theory, and recursion.  Students 

who take Discrete Mathematics are advised to take Statistics to get a full credit of college 

preparatory mathematics. Prerequisite:  Algebra II. 

 

Statistics 

Course 10344 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

 

 

 

This is a semester course of college bound students who have completed 

Algebra II.  Topics covered include basic concepts of probability, graphs, 

numerical methods, normal distribution, linear models and correlation, 

designing an experiment, hypothesis testing, and statistical fallacies. 

Students who take Statistics are encouraged to take Discrete Mathematics to 

Get a full credit of college preparatory mathematics 

Prerequisite:  C or better in Algebra II 10336 or 10338 

 

Pre-Calculus 

Course 10345, 

10345B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

This course is designed for those students who are planning to take calculus 

or other advanced math courses.  Topics covered include analytic geometry, 

functions, trigonometry, logarithms, complex numbers, sequences and series 

and limits and derivatives. 

Prerequisite:  B or better in Algebra II 10336 or 10338 

 

AP Statistics 

Course 10348, 

10348B 

2 Semesters  

½ credit/semesters 

Advanced Placement Statistics is a two-semester course.  The class will cover and integrate 

four major topics in statistics: Exploring Data, Planning a Study, Probability, and Statistical 

Inference.  Graphic calculators are integral to this course.  Students who wish to take the AP 

Examination in Statistics should plan to take this course as a preparation for the examination.  

Prerequisite:  B or better in Algebra II 

 

AP Calculus 

Course 10358, 

10358B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

 

 

Advanced Placement Calculus is a two-semester course in calculus which extends the 

theoretical underpinnings of the topics of AP Calculus 10358, introduces topics found on the 

Advanced Placement Calculus AB Examination, and introduces other advanced calculus 

topics.  Students who wish to take the AP Examination in Calculus should plan to take this 

course as a preparation for the examination.   

Prerequisite:  B or better in Pre-Calculus or permission of instructor. 

 

 

 

 

 



Physical Education 
 

Description - Physical Education is required to graduate from Bellows Free Academy.  

1½ credits (three semesters) of physical education are required to meet the minimum graduation 

requirement. Classes are co-ed and are for grades 9 ï 12. Students choose what units they take 

each semester. Units can be at the BFA gymnasium or at Collins-Perley Sports Center. 

 

Expectations ï Students are expected to actively participate, change into proper P.E. 

clothing/footwear and attend class daily. 

 

Assessment ï Each unit is assessed using the Vermont State Standards.  Most units have four  

graded components:  

¶ Written Test Grade 25% 

¶ Skill Grade 25%  

¶ Active Participation/Attendance Grade 25%  

¶ Attitude/Behavior Grade 25%.   

Some units have only three grades because that unit does not have a written test.  All three 

components are scored equally. In addition to the above grading, each student loses 10 points 

from their unit average for each day they do not change/participate for class or miss the bus to the 

complex. 

 

The Physical Education staff is available before school and after school for students to receive 

extra help. Department chair phone # is 527-6532 

 

GRADE NUMBER COURSE PREREQUISITES 

9 ï 12 10901 1
st
 Semester Physical Education NONE 

9 ï 12 10902 2
nd

 Semester Physical Education NONE 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

All physical education students choose what units to participate in regardless if they are 

scheduled to take physical education at BFA or Collins-Perley Sports Center.  

 

Units offered are as follows: 

 

10901  1
st
 Semester     10902   2

nd
 Semester 

 

Ultimate Frisbee  Flag Football  Badminton  Floor Hockey on Ice 

Pickle Ball   Field Archery  Weight Rooms Wally Ball 

Mountain Biking  Orienteering  Ultimate Frisbee Volleyball 

Team Handball  Wally Ball  Step Aerobics  Yoga 

Step Aerobics   Archery  Table Tennis  Broom Ball 

Volleyball   Badminton  Archery  Snow shoeing 

Yoga    Indoor soccer  Volleyball  Birdie Ball 

Table Tennis   Speedminton  Team Handball Broomball 

Indoor Soccer   Birdie Ball  Floor Hockey  Pickle Ball 

       Softball  Orienteering 

       Mountain Biking Indoor Soccer 

       Speeedminton 

 

Students need 1 ½ credits of physical education to graduate from Bellows Free Academy. 



 

 

REAL LIFE 
    

Grade Number Course Prerequisite 

9-12 10809 Food for Health ï Grains, 

Fruits & Vegetables 

None 

9-12 10810 Food for Health ï Meat, Dairy 

& Sweets 

None 

9-12 10811 Creating with Fabrics I None 

9-12 10812 Creating with Fabrics II Fabric I or teacher permission 

9-12 10813 Creating with Fabrics III Fabrics I & II or teacher permission 

9-12 10814 Exploring International 

Cuisine 

Food for Health 10809 or 10810 

9-12 10816 Understanding a Childôs 

World 

None 

9-12 10819 Real Life Skills None 

9-10 10825 Comprehensive Health 

Education 

None 

10-12 10838 Human Sexuality & 

Relationships 

None 

 

Food for Health ï Grains, 

Fruits & Vegetables 

Course 10809 

1 semester  

½ credit 

If you wish to learn how to create and maintain healthy eating habits, 

prepare delicious meals, and be a wise consumer, this course will begin 

building your culinary skills.  Weôll cover the merits of grains, fruits and 

vegetables, establishing healthy nutritional patterns, cooking as a way to 

relax and gain personal satisfaction by providing nourishment for family 

and friends, and career opportunities in the culinary fields.  Students will 

use the knowledge learned in class in our kitchen labs, practicing food 

safety, measuring and preparation, cooking techniques, and clean-up.  

(Open entry each semester). 

 

Food for Health ïMeats, Dairy 

& Sweets 

Course 10810 

1 semester  

½ credit 

In this course weôll study the meat, dairy and sweets sections of the food 

pyramid, giving the students an opportunity to explore the world of 

cooking & nutrition.  The hands-on kitchen experiences will build 

studentsô confidence and provide time to practice skills.  By studying 

nutrition, cultural influences and career possibilities, this course will 

complement Course 10809, giving students 2 semester of basic food 

preparation techniques that will encourage healthy eating choices and 

skills for living on oneôs own. 

 

Creating With Fabric I  

Course 10811 

½ credit/semester 

 

This class is an introduction to color, basic hand and machine stitching, 

beginner measurements, reading and understanding patterns, knitting, 

crocheting, embroidery, and beginning investigation of fabric uses and 

care.  The entry-level fiber and fabric work accomplished in this class can 

lead to the development and pursuit of creative hobbies. 

 

 

 



Creating With Fabric II 

Course 10812 

½ credit/semester 

 

Fabrics II further investigate the application of color usage in designs for 

clothing and home.  Building on Fabrics I experiences, the student can 

continue to develop valuable life skills and/or potential supplementary 

income by practicing hand and machine stitching. 

Prerequisite:  Fabric I or teacher permission. 

 

Creating With Fabric III 

Course 10813 

½ credit/semester 

 

Building on knowledge gained in Fabrics I & II, the components of this 

class will include: color and its relationship to apparel design and 

marketing, advanced construction projects, studentôs original projects, 

foundation of fabric science, and a sample stitch book (hand, machine 

sewing techniques, and closures).  Some of the projects will be self-

directed. 

Prerequisite:  Fabrics I & II or teacher permission. 

 

Exploring International 

Cuisine 

Course 10814 

1 semester 

½ credit 

This is an advanced foods class for students who wish to learn about food 

and its relationship to our multicultural world.  Weôll study the cultural, 

historical and environmental influences that have shaped what we cook 

and eat.  Students will also have the opportunity to continue to develop 

their hands-on kitchen skills in this laboratory course. Prerequisite: Food 

for Health 10809 or 10810 

 

Understanding a Childôs World 

Course 10816 

1 semester 

½ credit 

This class begins with learning about the effects of teen pregnancy on a 

teenager, the child and the family.  The changing family and readiness for 

parenthood is examined.  Students learn the importance of physical, 

emotional, social, and intellectual development from conception through 

age six.  Exploring community resources, hands-on laboratory work and 

creative projects are an important component of this class. 

 

Real Life Skills 

Course 10819 

1 semester 

½ credit 

This course is designed to cover the areas of Family & Consumer 

Sciences that provide skills needed for living on your own.  Students will 

learn about issues and skills necessary to a successful young adulthood: 

developing & defining goals, decision-making skills, and conflict 

resolution, banking, jobs & careers, financial responsibilities, credit cards, 

apartments, decorating, good consumer strategies, and building strong, 

healthy relationships.  This course also includes a unit on food for living 

on your own and covers basic aspects of cooking.  There are written 

projects, hands-on practice, as well as creative exercises involved in this 

class 

. 

Comprehensive Health 

Education 

Course 825 

1 semester 

½ credit 

Comprehensive Health Education is a required course that can be taken 

during the freshman or sophomore year.  It is designed to teach students 

how to meet the demands and challenges of adolescence. Students will 

recognize the consequences of risky behavior and develop the necessary 

skills to make healthy choices. Major concepts developed are personal 

and family history (risk and protective factors), good nutrition, fitness, 

effective communication skills, refusal skills, decision making skills, goal 

setting, stress management strategies, alcohol and drug use prevention, 

sexually transmitted disease and teenage pregnancy prevention, and safe 

sexual decision making. 

 

 



 

 

 

Human Sexuality & 

Relationships 

Course 838 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

 

 

Students will follow a life cycle approach to learning about health, 

sexuality, and relationships.  Students will explore many age specific 

issues.  Included are issues specific to adolescence and development, 

reproduction, marriage and parenthood, pregnancy, and childbirth.  This 

class will also discuss, in a serious manner, concerns and problems 

dealing with sexuality, such as sexual abuse and violence, sexually 

transmitted diseases, and contraception.  This course is reserved for 

sophomores, juniors, and seniors.   

Prerequisite:  Comprehensive Health Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE 
  

All science courses offered implement curriculum that is aligned with state and national science 

standards as defined by the Vermont Framework of Standards and Learning Opportunities.  The 

charts below show options available to all students. 

Requirements:  

Three (3) science credits are required for graduation  

One credit must be in Biology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levels of Science Courses are offered: 

¶ 8 Level means the course will be academically challenging with independent work.  

Students are expected to demonstrate strong skills in scientific inquiry, research, problem 

solving and communication. 

¶ 5/6/7 Level means that rigorous attention will be given to all material. 

¶ 4 Level means that class time will be given for students to achieve understanding of 

material presented in a lab based format. 

¶ 2 Level means the emphasis is on skill building and real life applications. 

 

Freshmen 

Year 

(9th grade) 

 

Junior      

Year 

(11th grade) 

 

Senior       

Year 

(12th grade) 

 
Earth Science 
10412, 10414, 

10416 

Science In 

Society 

10419 

 

 
 Biology 
10428 

Science In 

Society 

10419 

 

Chemistry 

10436 
Science In Society 

10419 

 

Chemistry 

10434, 10436 

Environmental Science 

10462 

 

Physics 

10446 

AP Chemistry 

10468 

AP Biology  

10478 

 

 

Science In Society10419 

Anatomy & Physiology 10441 

Conceptual Physics 10444 

Forensics 10459 

Ecology 10466 

Winter Ecology 10465 

Science of Maple Sugaring 10467 
 

 

Physics 

10446 

AP Chemistry 

10468 

AP Biology  

10478 

AP Physics 

10488 

 

Chemistry 

10434, 10436 

Environmental Science 

10462 

 

 

Science In Society 

10419 

Anatomy & Physiology 

10441 

Conceptual Physics 10444 

Forensics 10459 

Ecology 10466 

Winter Ecology 10465 

Science of Maple Sugaring 

10467 
 

 

 

 

Biology 

10422,10424, 

10426,10428 
Science In Society 

10419 

 

 

Sophomore 

Year 

(10th grade) 



Grade Number Course Prerequisite 

9 10412 Earth Science (A, B) None 

9 10414 Earth Science (A, B) None 

9 10416 Earth Science (A, B) None 

9-12 10419 Science in Society None 

10 10422 Biology (A, B) Successful completion of Earth Science 10412 

or Earth Science 10414. 

10 10424 Biology (A, B) Successful completion of Earth Science 10412 

or Earth Science 10414. 

10 10426 Biology (A, B) Successful completion of Earth Science 10416, 

9
th
 grade teacher recommendation, &/or 

permission of the instructor. 

9, 10 10428 Biology (A, B) 9
th
 grade: 8

th
 grade science teacher 

Recommendation & Rubric and successful 

completion of science assessment. 

10
th
 Grade: Teacher Recommendation and 

successful completion of science assessment. 

11, 12 10434 Chemistry in the 

Community (A, B) 

Successful completion of Biology 10424 or 

10426 and Junior or Senior standing. 

10, 11, 12 10436 Chemistry (A, B) Concurrent enrollment in Algebra 10336 or 

10338 and successful completion of Biology 

10426 or 10428. 

12 10441 Anatomy and 

Physiology (A, B) 
Successful completion of Chemistry and/or 

permission of instructor. 

11, 12 10444 Conceptual Physics (A, 

B) Successful completion of Biology. 

11, 12 10446 Physics (A, B) B or better in Algebra II, Concurrent 

enrollment with instructorôs permission or 

successful completion of Chemistry 10436. 

11-12 10459 Forensics Junior or senior standing and a B or better in 

Biology and concurrent enrollment in 

Chemistry. 

11, 12 10462 Environmental Science 

(A, B) 
Junior or senior standing and passing grades in 

either Earth Science or Biology. 

11, 12 10465 Winter Ecology Junior / Senior standing.  Passing grade in 

Biology and/or permission of instructor 

11, 12 10466 Ecology (A, B) C grade or better in 9
th
 and 10

th
 grade science 

courses, __ 4 or __6 level minimum. 

11, 12 10467 Science of Maple 

Sugaring 
Junior / Senior standing; Passing grade in 

Biology; and/or permission of instructor. 

11, 12 10468 A.P. Chemistry (A, B) At least a B in Chemistry 10436B and at least a 

B in Algebra 10336B or 10338B or permission 

of instructor. 

12 10478 AP Biology (A, B) B or better in Biology 10426 or 10428 and B or 

better in 10436 Chemistry. 

12 10488 AP Physics C 

(Mechanics) (A, B) 
Enrolled in Calculus and successful completion 

of Physics 10446. 

 



Earth Science  

10412, 10412B 

2 semesters  

1 credit 

 

This course is designed to introduce students to several broad topics in Earth 

Science.  Areas covered include geological, meteorological, and universal 

change over time, matter and energy, scientific inquiry, and human impact on 

earth. An emphasis will be placed on how everything in the earth and the 

universe changes, but nothing goes away. Many different instructional 

approaches will be used including student projects, and hands-on laboratory 

work.  Minimal math skills are required. 

 

Earth Science  10414, 

10414B, 10416, 

10416B 

2 semesters  

1 credit 

 

 

 

 

In Earth Science students use observations of the physical world around them 

to draw conclusions about the Earth and its environment in terms of the 

systems and processes that characterize them.  Major themes include 

geological, meteorological, and universal change over time, matter and 

energy, scientific inquiry, and human impact on earth. Topics within the 

themes may include, but are not limited to, weather and climate, geochemical 

cycles, rocks, minerals, soil science and erosional forces, the origin of the 

universe, astronomy, plate tectonics, and geologic time.  These Earth Science 

themes incorporate mathematical concepts of measurement and scale, and 

physical science concepts of atomic structure and chemical reactions, the 

physical science concepts of forces and motion, the properties and 

composition of matter, and energy sources and transformations.   

 

Science in Society 

Course 10419 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

Science in Society is open to all grade levels with no prerequisites. The class 

will focus on current issues in science that affect Vermont and the world. This 

project-based class will be taught in a research and debate method, and help 

students to develop scientific thought and questioning. Topics may include 

natural resource management, global warming, alternative and sustainable 

energy sources, as well as, the ethics of scientists, constitutional rights, 

biotechnology, ethics, forensics, history of agriculture, special relativity, science 

in literature.  The interdisciplinary approach will integrate science concepts and 

history with societal development and its future. Topics will span all science 

disciplines as well as history, language arts, social science and mathematics. 

 

Biology  

Course 10422, 

10422B, 10424, 

10424B, 10426 

10426B, 10428, 

10428B 

2 semesters  

1 credit 

This course is taught using the inquiry process while investigating Scientific 

Problem Solving, Biochemistry, Cells, Homeostasis, Energy and Ecology, 

Genetics, Diversity of Life, Evolution, and Human Body Systems.   

Class focus is on student investigations and discovery with the guidance and 

instruction from classroom teacher.  Each topic / concept is intertwined with 

the others making this course essential to student understanding of the human 

body and life around them.  

Students are expected to successfully complete at least two semesters of 

biology for graduation. 

 

Chemistry  

Course 10434, 

10434B 

2 semesters  

1 credit 

Chemistry in the Community focuses on the conceptual understanding of 

chemical principles. This course is designed for the college-bound student 

planning to enter a non-science related field. In this course students will 

investigate some of the chemistry-related issues that are now confronting our 

world such as water and air pollution, future energy sources, and conservation of 

natural resources. It includes many activities and laboratory exercises which 

introduce chemistry concepts in an exciting and different way 

 

 



Chemistry  

Course 10436, 

10436B 

2 semesters  

1 credit 

This course focuses on studying the principles of chemistry through 

experimentation and the application of mathematics. This course is designed 

for the highly motivated college bound student who has a strong interest in 

science and math. Topics in this course include the properties of matter, the 

periodic table, atomic theory, chemical bonding, chemical reactions, states of 

matter, aqueous chemistry, and physical chemistry. Laboratory work and 

problem solving are emphasized throughout the course. 

 

Anatomy and 

Physiology  

Course 10441, 

10441B 

2 semesters  

1credit 

 

Anatomy and Physiology is the study of the structure and function of the 

body. While learning about the various body systems, students (with a 

partner) will dissect a fetal pig and individual organs such as hearts, eyes, 

brains and kidneys.  Students will explore the human body through a variety 

of labs, projects and presentations.    Students will look at how all of these 

body systems work together to maintain the bodyôs homeostasis.  They will 

also look at the disruptions that disease, injury and aging cause to the internal 

balance of the body and the advances in modern medicine which allow us to 

treat or cure many conditions 

 

Conceptual Physics 

Course 10444, 

10444B  

2 semesters  

1credit 

 

Conceptual Physics A is devoted to the study of motion and energy.  This course 

will be a conceptual investigation of how objects move in one and two 

dimensions.  This semester concentrates on the understanding of displacement, 

velocity, acceleration, Newtonôs Laws and projectiles.  Conservation of 

momentum and conservation of energy, is also studied, and their implications to 

the world around us. 

Conceptual Physics B is the continuation of Conceptual Physics A.  The class 

begins by studying rotational motion, torque and the conservation of angular 

momentum.  Investigations continue with other physical forces such as the 

gravitational force, centripetal force, buoyant force and pressure.  The semester 

will conclude with the appreciation of waves and sound, and then light and 

optics. 

Physics  

Course 10446, 

10446B 

2 semesters  

1credit 

 

Physics A (10446) is devoted to the study of kinematics, Newtonôs Laws, and 

rotational motion.  These topics provide a mathematical framework for the 

predictable way in which objects move in both one and two dimensions.  This 

semester concentrates implementing practical math skills, such as vectors and 

trigonometry so as to study the world around us.  Topics will include 

displacement, velocity and acceleration, Newtonôs Laws, vectors, and 

projectiles.  Other topics covered are gravitational force, centripetal force, 

rotational motion, and torque.   

 

Physics B is the continuation of Physics. The class will study other physical 

forces such as the buoyant force and pressure.  We will also investigate work, 

energy, momentum, and their conservation.  The class will then study 

thermodynamics, waves, sound, and light and optics.  Finally we will investigate 

static electricity, Ohmôs Law, and the field concept.  

 



Forensics 

Course 10459 

1semester 

½ credit 

Forensic science is the application of science to criminal and civil law, 

dealing specifically with evidence.  Topics covered will be crime scene 

analysis, hair, and fiber evidence, DNA analysis, fingerprint analysis, blood 

spatter analysis, serology and anthropology.  This forensics class will use the 

scientific method and laboratory activities to investigate each topic.  Analysis 

of current television shows and real court cases, along with visits by local 

professionals in the field will be an integral part of this class.  Critical reading 

and analytical skills, as well as teamwork, are a must for success in this class. 

 Prerequisites: Junior or senior standing.  Must have achieved a B or better in 

biology and have concurrent enrollment in chemistry. 

 

Environmental 

Science  

Course 10462, 

10462B 

2 Semesters  

1 credit 

 

This full year course is designed to give students an opportunity to apply 

basic scientific principles and to develop an understanding of the natural 

history of the Lake Champlain and St. Albans Bay watersheds.  Investigation 

of hydraulic action, water quality issues, stream/river ecosystems and taking 

action will be the topics addressed.  Students will be required to investigate, 

gather data and present their findings on current issues within the Lake 

Champlain watershed.  The second half of the course will focus on the 

impact humans have on their local and global environment.  Investigation of 

human population growth, energy sources and uses, food production, and 

waste disposal will be some of the topics addressed.   

 

Winter Ecology 

Course 10465 

1 Semester (spring) 

½ Credit 

This course will allow students to focus on why the Earth experiences winter 

and how the stresses of winter affect organisms. It will consist of observation 

and investigation of the physical and chemical processes that shape our Earth 

(scientific Inquiry). Students will develop testable questions and collect data 

to help solve problems about species interactions related to winter conditions. 

Topics may include, but not be limited to, Earth/Sun relations pertaining to 

winter conditions, winter stresses, organism interactions (adaptations), 

snowflake and snow-pack studies, human survival in winter, sugaring, 

climate change and migration patterns. Critical reading and analytical skills, 

as well as team work and writing skills, are a must for success in this class.  

Students can expect to participate in cold weather outdoor activities. 

 

Ecology 

Course 10466, 

10466B 

2 Semesters  

1 credit 

Ecology is a full year course designed for students who are interested in 

exploring the outdoors and understanding the impact that humans have on the 

world around us.  The course will focus on the ecology of Franklin County 

wetlands, northern hardwood forests of Vermont and the streams and rivers of 

Franklin County.   During the course Students will investigate the Geologic 

History of the Champlain Valley and investigate and make judgments on 

effective strategies for protecting the environment.  Students are expected to 

take part in various muddy and/or cold field trips, write up field experiences and 

participate in class discussions/activities.  



 

Science of Maple 

Sugaring 

Course 10467 

1 Semester (spring) 

½ Credit 

 

This course will be a scientific, historical, social, and economic look at the 

maple syrup industry in Vermont.  The course will begin with an in-depth look 

at the origins of sugaring in this area.  We will then discuss how local weather 

patterns and maple tree biology lead to the flow of sap.  We will spend a great 

deal of time studying the science of sap collection by gravity and vacuum, 

testing, and concentration using reverse osmosis and pre-heating.  The boiling 

process will be analyzed with special attention being given to combustion and 

density.  Filtration and grading syrup will be discussed.  Finally, we will learn 

about the economics of the syrup industry in our region.  Coursework will 

include classroom labs, field work at a local sugarhouse, guest speakers, long-

term projects, and lecture.  The course will accommodate up to 18 students 

. 

AP Chemistry 

Course 10468, 

10468B 

2 semesters  

1 credit 

Advanced Placement (AP) Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of a first 

year college course in laboratory chemistry.  Successful completion of this 

course and a strong score on the Chemistry AP exam creates the opportunity to 

take advanced standing work in college.  In this course the focus in laboratory 

work is on precision and interpreting experimental data.  Among the many 

topics covered are: stoichiometry, chemical bonding, thermodynamics, kinetics, 

chemical equilibrium, redox reactions, and organic chemistry. 

× Recommended student enrollment in AP Chemistry lab period. 

 

AP Biology 

Course 10478, 

10478B 

2 semesters  

1 credit 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology 

course usually taken by biology majors during their first year.  Some AP 

students, as college freshmen are permitted to undertake upper-level courses in 

biology, or to register for courses for which biology is a prerequisite.  This 

course aims to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual 

knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidity 

changing science of biology.   

Curriculum includes: 

 ¶ Molecules and Cells, 25% 

 ¶ Heredity and Evolution, 25% 

 ¶ Organisms and Populations, 50% 

 

× Recommended student enrollment in AP Biology lab period. 

× Students are expected to take the AP Biology exam in May. 

 

AP Physics C 

(Mechanics, 

Electricity 

Magnetism) 

Course 10488, 

10488B 

2 semesters  

1credit 

 

AP Physics C is a course that focuses on Mechanics and 

Electricity/Magnetism.   

This course normally forms the college sequence that serves as the 

foundation in physics for students majoring in the physical sciences or 

engineering.  The sequence is parallel to or proceeded by mathematics 

courses that include Calculus.  Students will be encouraged to take the 

Mechanics portion of the AP Physics C exam in May.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 

The BFA Social Studies Department believes that it should offer educational programs focused 

on the following objectives: 

1. To develop the aptitudes, abilities, and interests of its students while meeting their needs. 

2. To challenge each student to acquire the desirable social studies skills to learn about the 

past; to learn and understand the present and to be prepared to be a future active 

participant in our Democratic society. 

3. To aid students in fulfilling individual objectives, discovering their personal identities, 

and guiding them to make mature decisions. 

4. To ensure that all students meet or exceed the standards outlined in the Vermont 

Framework of Standards and Learning Opportunities. 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 

In order to graduate from Bellows Free Academy, students must earn a minimum of three credits 

in Social Studies: 

 9
th
 grade Students must complete one full credit (two semesters) of Global Studies 

10
th
 grade Students must complete ½ credit (one semester) of We the People 

11
th
 grade Students must complete one full credit (two semesters) of U.S. History 

12
th
 grade Students must complete ½ credit (one semester) of Senior Civics 

Additional credits may be taken from social studies elective offerings in grades 9-12. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE SEQUENCE 

9
th

 Grade Options 10
th

 Grade Options 

Global Studies 

World Geography 

World History 

From Civil War to Civil Rights 

Anthropology/Native American Studies 

Sociology I & II 

Vermont Studies 

We the People 

World Geography 

World History 

 

11
th

 Grade Options 12
th

 Grade Options 

AP U.S. History 

AP Psychology 

From Civil War to Civil Rights  

Anthropology/Native American Studies 

Psychology I & II 

Sociology I & II 

U.S. History 

Vermont Studies 

Womenôs Studies 

World Geography 

World History 

AP U.S. Government 

AP Psychology 

From Civil War to Civil Rights 

Anthropology/Native American Studies 

Psychology I & II 

Senior Civics 

Sociology I & II 

Vermont Studies 

Womenôs Studies 

World Geography 

World History 

 

 



 

 

Grade Number Course Prerequisite 

9 10212 Global Studies (A, B) 8
th
 Grade Teacher 

9 10214 Global Studies (A, B) None 

9 10216 Global Studies (A, B) None 

9 10218 Acc. Global Studies (A, B) 8
th
 Grade Teacher 

10-12 10221,  

10222 
Sociology I, II Sophomore standing 

10-12 10223 Vermont Studies Sophomore standing 

10-12 10225 Native America & 

Anthropology 

Sophomore standing 

9-12 10226 World Geography Sophomore Standing 

9-12 10227, 10228 World History I, II None 

10 10229 We The People Sophomore standing 

11 10232 U.S. History (A, B) Junior standing 

11 10234 U.S. History (A, B) Junior standing 

11 10236 U.S. History (A, B) Junior standing 

11 10238 AP U.S. History (A, B) Junior standing 

11-12 10241, 10242 Psychology I, II Junior or senior standing 

10-12 10243 Womenôs Studies Junior or senior standing 

10-12 10244 From Civil War to  

Civil Rights 

Freshman Global Studies & 

We The People 

12 10245, 10246 Social Studies Seminar Senior standing and permission  

of Department Chair 

12 10247 Senior Civics Senior standing 

12 10248 AP U.S. Government (A, 

B) 

We the People & U.S. History 235 or 

higher 

11-12 10258 AP Psychology Junior or senior standing 

 

The Global Studies program enables all students to function as effective citizens in an 

interdependent world.  Included in each course of study will be a cultural survey of Africa, 

Eurasia, the Middle East, Southern and Eastern Asia, and Latin America. For each area, emphasis 

is placed on the physical environment, history, culture, and regional issues.  Study skills are 

emphasized in all classes.  Those students interested in taking Global Studies in conjunction with 

their Writing Workshop may sign up for Team Odyssey or Accelerated Global Studies.  All 

Global Studies courses are required in the freshman year.  Below are additional descriptions that 

will assist 8
th
 grade teachers, students, and parents in their selection. 



 

 

 

 

Global Studies 

Course 10216, 

10216B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

 

This course is designed for students who are reading and writing on or above 

grade level. 

Accelerated Global 

Studies 

Course 10218, 

10218B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

This course has a rigorous program and is designed for the outstanding social 

studies and English student.  The material included in the curriculum has been 

selected and arranged to correlate with the units of study in Accelerated Reading 

and Writing Workshop.  Students must exceed an 11
th
 or 12

th
 grade reading and 

writing level.  Students must sign up for 118/119 in order to take this course. 

Prerequisite:  8
th
 grade teacher recommendation. 

 

Sociology I 

Course 10221 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This course introduces the student to the science of Sociology, defining the 

subject area and dealing with the terminology and thought processes necessary to 

study social problems in our society.  Such topics to be covered include the role 

of the scientific method in the study of Sociology, defining groups and their 

types, collective behavior, the role of the media in society, defining culture, 

social processes, such as socialization, brain washing, advertising, etc. 

Grade levels:  10-12. 

 

Sociology II 

Course 10222 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This course applies the principles of Sociology to specific social issues including 

sports and society, the sociology of war, terrorism, racism, and prejudice, the 

family, and crime and delinquency, among other topics.  Speakers and at least one 

field trip are included, if possible.  A variety of teaching methods are used.  Student 

papers, along with essay and objective tests are part of the evaluation. 

Grade levels:  10-12. 

 

Vermont Studies 

Course 10223 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

Vermont Studies combines the study of Vermont History and issues that face 

Vermonters today.  It contains the study of the geography as well as Native 

Americans, the French and Indian War, the American Revolution and Civil War 

histories.  In addition, the development of Vermont is studied to include taxation, 

good and bad development design, Act 250, local government and current issues 

facing Vermont today.  Some of the projects that will be done will include a 

Vermont history and culture project, time line map of the Champlain Valley, dream 

house, model town, newspaper portfolio, mock Act 250 hearing, and mock town 

meeting.   

Prerequisite:  Sophomore standing. 

 

Anthropology/Native 

American Studies 

Course 10225 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This course involves a background of Native American History, concentrating on 

Vermontôs native people.  Students will receive instruction in archaeology and 

identify possible ancient sites and artifact styles.  In addition, there will be a focus 

on what culture is using the concepts of custom, beliefs and the development of 

human beings in societies as focal points.  Film, hands-on exercises, projects, and 

possible field trips will be important parts of the course.   

Prerequisite:  Sophomore standing. 

 



 

 

World Geography 

Course 10226 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

 

 

 

This course is designed to acquaint the student with the basic geography of our 

planet.  During the course students will learn and use the five themes of 

geography, learn how maps are made, constructed, and interpret various kinds of 

maps and cartograms, learn and use concepts of physical geography, relate the 

five themes of geography to current world environmental problems, examine 

patterns of urban development and design and build a city on the computer, and 

many other interesting activities and projects.  Students will be evaluated on 

quizzes, tests, class work, participation and projects.   

Prerequisite:  Sophomore standing. 

 

World History I 

Course 10227 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

Due to the vast amount of material, only selected areas can be studied in detail.  

This segment of World History will cover prehistoric times to about 1200.  

Primary interests evolve around early humans, the Egyptians, the Chinese, the 

Greeks, Romans, the Rise of Christendom, Middle Ages, Rise of Islam, the 

Crusades and the increase in European trade. 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

World History II 

Course 10228 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

Due to the vast amount of material, only selected areas can be studied in detail.  

This segment of World History will cover the Development of Nations, the 

Renaissance, the Reformation, Exploration, Democratic Revolutions, social 

protest, the Industrial Revolution, through the World Wars and including 

emphasis on world historical concepts that have laid the foundation for present 

day perspectives and national agendas.  A variety of teaching methods are used. 

Prerequisite:  None 

 

We The People 

Course 10229 

1 semester 

½ credit/semester 

We the People is a sophomore course required for graduation.  The emphasis of 

this course will be on the ñparticipatoryò side of the American citizen in our 

society and his/her relationship to the government.  Students will learn about 

their individual rights and responsibilities in our society and will be exposed to a 

unit on minorities.  Some themes that will be stressed include: ñPrinciples of 

Democracy,ò which examines the purpose of government and the basic values, 

principles, and ideals of American democracy; ñCivics Skills,ò which encourage 

students to learn and apply terms and skills that will show them how they can be 

more involved in our government and how they can ñmake a differenceò locally, 

statewide, and nationally; and ñGovernmental Structure,ò which shows the 

students the structure, purpose, and branches of federal, state, and local 

government. 

Prerequisite:  Sophomore standing. 

 

U.S. History 

Course 10232, 

10232B, 10234, 

10234B,  10236, 

10236B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

United States History is a required course for juniors.  Students analyze America 

from a cultural, political, economic, military, domestic and foreign point of view 

to the late 1990ôs.  U.S. History A covers the pre-Civil War era through World 

War I.  U.S. History B covers the twentieth century beginning with the 1920ôs.  

A variety of learning strategies will be used including discussions, multi-media, 

simulations, research, term projects, and outside readings.  Evaluation is based 

on participation, assignments, tests, and projects. 

Prerequisite:  Junior standing. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AP U.S. History 

Course 10238, 

10238B 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Advanced Placement U. S. History is a two-semester course, which is 

designed for students who are ready to take on the rigorous demands of a 

college-level class.  Eight major units of study begin with the Colonial and 

Revolutionary Period and ends with Contemporary America since 1945.  

Emphasis will be on interpretation of primary documents, constructing historical 

essays, and conducting historical research.  Students must have a strong interest 

in taking the AP exam in the spring.  Students who score a 3 or above on the 

exam may receive three college credits from most colleges and universities.  

Students are required to complete a summer reading project prior to the first day 

of class.  This course highly recommends that students have an A average in both 

Social Studies and English and have a PSAT score of 550 or higher. 

Prerequisite:  Junior standing. 

 

Psychology I 

Course 10241 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

Psychology I introduces the student to the concept and thinking of psychology.  

It introduces the history, the major psychological theories of the past and present, 

and the role of the scientific method in psychology.  Some topics include the 

structure a function of the brain and nervous system, right and left brain studies, 

the relationship of the physiology of the brain and behavior, personality, and 

determining personality styles.  Movies dealing with scientific research and 

findings will be an integral part of the class.  The setting up and execution of 

experiments will also be done.   

Prerequisite:  Junior or senior standing. 

 

Psychology II 

Course 10242 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

 

Psychology II includes studies on intelligence, learning, and a great deal of focus 

on mental disorders (schizophrenia, psychosis, paranoia, etc.) toward the end of 

the semester, as well as the treatment of mental illnesses.  A field trip is usually 

planned as well.  Students will use a variety of communication skills and other 

social studies skills, such as writing, reading, observing, group work, discussion, 

role-playing, research, etc.  

Prerequisite:  Junior or senior standing. 

 

Womenôs Studies 

Course 10243 

1 semester 

½ credit 

 

This course will introduce students to the historic and contemporary history of 

women of diverse cultural experiences.  In addition, students will analyze how 

gender roles are changing from a critical perspective.  In this course students will 

engage in discussion based on reading materials, films, and music that address 

different aspects related to gender.  Topics to be covered include American 

Women's history from the Seneca Falls Convention to the present and the 

individual achievements of women in the fields of science, literature, 

mathematics, art, political science and sports. 

Prerequisite: Sophomore, junior or senior standing. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From Civil War to 

Civil Rights 

Course 10244 

1 semester 

½ credit 

This course will explore the evolution of citizenship and democracy in America. 

Our study begins with the roots of slavery and the causes of the U.S. Civil War, 

continues through the dark years of a failed Reconstruction, and later Capitulates 

our journey throughout the challenges of the post-Reconstruction years at the 

turn of the 19
th
 Century.  We will then explore the motivations, participants, 

strategies, and successes and failures of the Civil Rights Movement from 1954-

1965.  Finally, we will reflect upon our voyage through time by taking a look 

back and seeing how our American culture has promoted and protected or 

resisted and attacked the rights and freedoms of all Americans from the time of 

the Civil War to the new millennium. Prerequisite:  Freshman Global Studies 

and We The People 

. 

Social Studies  

Seminar 

Course 10245, 10246 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

 

The Social Studies Seminar is a unique experience for students who have a high 

interest in the social studies.  Students are exposed to a variety of social studies 

topics not offered extensively by the normal curriculum.  In addition, students 

are exposed to over ten faculty members who teach 10 topics throughout the two 

semesters.  The teacher and topics include: 

   Mr. Bedell ï Crime 

   Mr. Moore ï Modern Russia 

   Ms. Potter ï The Politics of Food 

   Mr. Trombley ï Israeli/Palestinian Conflict 

   Mr. Rider ï Curating Controversy 

   Mr. Moulton ï Behind the Music 

   Mr. True ï Early History of the Jewish People 

   Mr. Campbell ï Family Genealogies 

   Ms. Howard. ï Last 30 years of U.S. History 

   Mr. Murray ï 20
th
 Century Hall of Fame 

The topics sometimes change from year to year. 

Prerequisite:  Senior standing and permission of Department Chair. 

 

Senior Civics 

Course 10247 

1 semester 

½ credit/semester 

 

 

 

 

Senior Civics completes the required core social studies program for BFA 

students.  Students will look at contemporary America, examine the community 

they are part of, and activate themselves as participatory citizens.  The American 

economy will be a focus of study while students learn the economic challenges 

and money management issues they will face as an adult.  Students will develop 

media literacy skills, study diverse public issues, and evaluate methods aimed at 

improving life for all Americans.  Seniors will complete their 10 hours of 

community service during this course. 

Prerequisite:  Senior standing 

 

AP U.S. Government 

Course 10248 

1 semester 

½ credit/semester 

Students who successfully complete this course will know important facts, 

concepts, and theories pertaining to U.S. government and politics.  Students will 

understand typical patterns of political processes and behavior and their 

consequences (including the components of political behavior, the principles 

used to explain or justify various government structures and procedures, and the 

political effects of these structures and procedures).  Student will be able to 

analyze and interpret basic data relevant to U.S. government and politics.  

Prerequisite:  Senior standing, We the People or a U.S. History 235 or higher. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AP Psychology 

Course 10258 

2 semesters  

½ credit/semester 

AP Psychology is a full year course that will introduce Junior and Senior high 

school students to college level introductory Psychology. It will provide students 

with information that matters in understanding the world and themselves. In the 

first half, students will study the major psychological theories of the past and 

present, the role of the Scientific Method in Psychology, and biology and 

behavior. Other topics include consciousness, dreaming, learning, and memory.  

The second half concentrates on intelligence, human development, and 

personality. Toward the end of the semester there will be a great deal of focus on 

mental disorders and the treatment of mental illnesses. Throughout both 

semesters, a good deal of emphasis is placed on current research in the field of 

psychology. Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement exam in the 

spring.  

Prerequisite: Junior or senior standing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WORLD LANGUAGES AND CLASSICS 
 

Grade Number Prerequisite Course 

9-12 10501 No prerequisite. Greek & Roman Civilization 

9-12 

 

10504 

 

Recommendation of 8
th
 

grade teacher. 

Spanish I A/B 

 

9-12 

 

10506 

 

Recommendation of 8
th
 

grade teacher. 

Accelerated Spanish I A/B 

 

9-12 10512 Recommendation of 8
th
 

grade teachers. 

French I A/B 

9-12 10514 Recommendation of 8
th
 

grade teacher. 

Accelerated French I A/B 

9-12 10518 Recommendation of 8
th
 

grade teacher. 

Latin I A/B 

9-12 10520 Recommendation of 8
th
 

grade teacher. 

German I A/B 

10-12 10524 Minimum grade of C+ in 

Spanish IB 

Spanish II A/B 

10-12 10526 Minimum grade of B- in 

Spanish IB 

Accelerated Spanish II A/B 

10-12 10528 Minimum average of C+ in 

Latin IB 

Latin II A/B 

10-12 10530 Minimum grade of C+ in 

German IB 

German II A/B 

9-12 10532 Minimum grade of C+ in 

French IB 

French II A/B 

10-12 10534 Minimum average of B- in 

French IB 

Accelerated French II A/B 

11-12 10536 Minimum grade of B in 

Spanish IIB 

Spanish III A/B 

11 10538, 

10540 

 

Minimum grade of B in 

Latin IIB, sufficient 

enrollment only 

Latin III-IV A/B  

11 10542, 

10544 

 

Minimum grade of B in 

German IIB, sufficient 

enrollment only 

German III-IV A/B  

 

10-12 10546 Minimum grade of B in 

French IIB, or 

recommendation of 

instructor 

French III A/B 

12 10548 Minimum grade of B in 

Spanish IIIB 

Spanish IVA/B 

11-12 10550 Minimum grade of B in 

French IIIB 

French IV A/B 

12 10522 Minimum grade of B in 

French IVB 

French V A/B 

 

 

 



 

The World Languages & Classics Department has developed a sequential curriculum in each 

language designed to promote and practice speaking, listening comprehension, reading, and 

writing skills.  Attention is also given to the cultural aspects of each language and how those 

cultures impact our own.  Our curriculum reflects the five Côs of the National Standards for 

World Language Learning.  They are: Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and 

Communities. 

  

We offer courses at two levels to meet the ability range of our students.  Placement in the 

beginning levels is by recommendation of the 8
th
 grade teacher.  Eighth grade language arts 

scores may also be consulted.  Each subsequent course has prerequisites designed to insure that 

each student has mastered the basics required to be successful at the next level.  Teacher 

discretion, with parental conference, will determine a studentôs placement in the second semester 

of each course should a change be recommended.   

  

Dependent on time and teacher availability, independent study may be arranged in those courses 

which do not offer advanced study. 

 

Greek & Roman 

Civilization 

Course 10501 

1 semester 

½ credit 

This one semester elective course surveys the Greco-Roman world from the 

Minoan and Mycenean empires of the late Bronze age until the reign of the 

Roman emperor Constantine in the fourth century A.D.  The students will read 

selections from diverse sources (poetry, drama, history, and philosophy).  

Mythology, archaeology, literature, history, politics, and art will all be important 

elements of this course.  Several themes, such as the role of women, the 

development of the Athenian democracy and the Roman Republic, and the 

economics and philosophy of slavery in the ancient world, will be examined in 

depth.  Students will do additional individual research on a topic that interests 

them.  This is NOT a course in ancient Greek and Latin; and it does not fulfill 

any university foreign language requirements.  

 

Spanish I A/B 

Course 10504 

2 semesters  

 

This beginning course introduces students to the basic study of Spanish.  They 

will learn the pronunciation of the language, basic grammar, and vocabulary.  

Students will express themselves through oral drills, dialogues, and short 

readings.  Students will build comprehension skills through audiocassettes and 

the accompanying video.  Visual aids and overhead transparencies are used to 

practice and enhance vocabulary acquisition.  Students will also study some 

Hispanic culture as well as some geography of the Hispanic world.  Students 

will be assigned to the appropriate level based upon the recommendation of the 

8
th
 grade Language Arts teacher and/or test scores. 

 

Acc. Spanish I 

A/B  

Course 10506 

2 semesters  

 

Accelerated Spanish I offers an introductory study of language structure and of 

speaking, listening, and writing skills at an accelerated pace.  Through the 

application of pattern drills, dialogues, dictation, visual aids, guided 

conversations on assigned topics and vocabulary development; Spanish I 

establish a foundation for advancement to Spanish II.  Students will build 

comprehension skills through audiocassettes and the accompanying video.  

Phonetics and accuracy of pronunciation and spelling are emphasized.  Students 

will study the geography and culture of Hispanic countries.  Short stories will be 

used to develop reading skills and oral work is stressed.  Students will be 

assigned to the appropriate level based upon the recommendation of the 8
th
 

grade Language Arts teacher and/or test scores. 



 

 

French I A/B 

Course 10512 

2 semesters  

 

 

 

 

This course is the beginning study of French with emphasis on pronunciation, 

basic grammar, vocabulary building, and the culture of Francophone countries.  

The focus will be on communicative skills and will include dialogues, short 

stories, and at least one related project.  This course leads to further study in 

French II ï IV.  Students will be assigned to this level based upon the 

recommendation of the 8
th
 grade Language Arts teacher and/or test scores. 

 

Accelerated 

French I A/B 

Course 10514 

2 semesters  

 

This course is for students whose language arts abilities are excellent and for 

those students who feel that an extra year of study in French I would be 

beneficial before going on to French II.  Basic conversation and grammar are 

presented with emphasis given to communicative skills.  More complex 

grammar will be introduced and used to practice vocabulary building.  The 

culture of Francophone countries will be studied with several related projects 

assigned.  This course will also include composition, short stories, and 

dialogues.  This course leads to further study in French II ï IV.  Students will be 

assigned to this level based on the recommendation of the 8
th
 grade Language 

Arts teacher and/or test scores. 

 

Latin I A/B 

Course 10518 

2 semesters  

 

Latin I introduces the student to the Latin Language and Greco-Roman culture.  

The student will learn basic grammar through a deductive approach.  

Vocabulary building and Latin derivatives in English are also stressed.  The 

mythology, art, and architecture of Greece and Rome will be introduced and/or 

reviewed. 

Prerequisite:  Students will be recommended based on input from the 8
th
 grade 

language arts teacher and/or test scores. 

 

German I A/B 

Course 10520 

2 semesters  

 

German I introduce students to the German language and contemporary German 

culture.  The oral elements (speaking and listening comprehension) are stressed 

from the first class.  Workbook assignments and writing exercises will develop 

a sound understanding of elementary grammar. 

Prerequisite:  Students will be recommended based on input from the 8
th
 grade 

language arts teacher and/or test scores. 

 

Spanish II A/B 

Course 10524 

2 semesters 

 

Spanish II continues the study of fundamentals of Spanish I.  Emphasis is placed 

on the acquisition of vocabulary and intermediate grammar structures in order to 

develop oral skills.  Reading, writing, and comprehension skills continue to be 

developed.  Hispanic culture, geography, and civilization continue to be 

explored through short stories, videos, and projects.  Students will be assigned 

to the appropriate level based on the recommendation of the Spanish I teacher.   

Prerequisite: C+ in Spanish IB. 

 

Acc. Spanish II 

A/B 

Course 10526 

2 semesters 

 

This course is for students who have maintained a minimum average of B- in 

Spanish I.  This course continues to emphasize the importance of grammar, 

vocabulary acquisition and oral proficiency through the use of textbooks, 

short story readers and audio-visual materials.  There is a continued 

examination of Spanish and Latin American history and culture as it applies 

to those countries. 

 

  



Latin II A/B 

Course 10528 

2 semesters  

 

Latin II continues the study of basic Latin grammar begun in Latin I.  The 

students will begin reading short selections dealing with mythology and Roman 

history.  The history and culture of the Roman republic, early empire and life in 

the provinces will be the focus of projects and outside readings. 

Prerequisite:  C+ in Latin IB 

German II A/B 

Course 10530 

2 semesters  

 

German II continues the study of German grammar begun in the first year.  The 

narrative past tense and passive voice are introduced.  Vocabulary development 

is stressed.  Students will continue to explore German culture, geography, and 

history. 

Prerequisite:  C+ in German IB. 

 

French II A/B 

Course 10532 

2 semesters 

 

French II widens the study of grammar.  Methods of instruction include pattern 

drills, dialogues, intermediate structure, and the continued development of 

composition.  The Aural-Oral approach for vocabulary development is stressed. 

 Culture, geography, and some history of Francophone countries will be 

included.  Short stories will be used to enhance reading skills.  Students will be 

assigned to the appropriate level, based on the recommendation of the French I 

instructor. 

Prerequisite:  C+ in French IB. 

 

Acc. French II 

A/B 

Course 10534 

2 semesters  

 

This course is for students who have maintained a minimum average of B- in 

French I.  This course continues to emphasize the importance of grammar, 

vocabulary acquisition, and oral proficiency through the use of textbooks, short 

story readers, and audio-visual materials.  There is a continued examination of 

French history and culture as it applies to Francophone areas today.   

Prerequisite:  B- in French IB. 

 

Spanish III A/B 

Course 10536 

2 semesters  

 

 

 

 

Spanish III will focus on the development of oral, comprehension, and written 

skills through the use of vocabulary, dialogues, reading and writing, 

audiocassettes, and videos.  Students will be introduced to new verb tenses as 

they continue their grammar studies, including the imperfect and the subjunctive 

tenses.  Stories and legends from various Hispanic countries including Mexico, 

Peru, Chile, and  

Guatemala will be read and studied.  Some of the readings will highlight the 

Inca Empire, Easter Island, and the Chilean poet, Gabriela Mistral. 

Prerequisite:  B in Spanish IIB 

 

Latin III ï IV 

A/B 

Course 10538, 

10540 

2 semesters  

 

Latin III ï Latin IV completes the study of grammar and will focus on gaining 

proficiency in reading and comprehending the complexity of original texts.  The 

course will be taught in a rotating sequence: themes in Latin literature through 

shorter texts one year, and prose authors (Cicero, Livy, Caesar) the next year. 

Prerequisite:  10538/539: B in Latin IIB. 

 

German 

III/IVA/B 

Course10542, 

10544 

2 semesters  

 

German III ï IV completes the study of grammar.  Emphasis will be placed on 

reading and writing German.  Reading and speaking strategies will be 

developed.  The course will be taught in a rotating sequence: modern prose and 

poetry (in the historical and cultural context of twentieth-century Germany) one 

year, German classical literature, poetry and music the next. 

Prerequisite:  10542/543: B in German IIB; 10544/545: B in German IIIB. 

 

  



 

 

Spanish IV A/B 

Course 10548 

2 semesters  

 

 

 

This level continues to expand on all the skills learned in Spanish III.  Students 

will continue their study of the subjunctive tense in more depth, as well as learn 

the past compound tenses.  The acquisition of new vocabulary, dialogues, oral 

communication, and listening comprehension exercises will continue to be 

emphasized and practiced regularly.  Readings including Andalucian legends 

and stories from Mexico, New Mexico and Brazil, will be an integral part of this 

course.  In addition, we will explore Francoôs Spain and study the geography, 

ecology and history of Costa Rica. 

Prerequisite:  B in Spanish IIIB. 

 

French IVA/B 

Course 10550 

2 semesters  

 

French IV continues the development of audio-lingual skills with an emphasis 

on communication, comprehension, and composition.  Works of outstanding 

French authors are examined, and advanced language structure is analyzed.   

Prerequisite:  French IIIB with a minimum grade of B. 

 

French V A/B 

Course 10552 

2 semesters  

 

A continuation of intensive grammar, vocabulary, idioms, and literature 

presented in the first four years.  Conversation and reading will be emphasized.  

Also included will be a study of French civilization and history. 

Prerequisite:  B in French IVB. 
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NWTC MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 
The mission of the Northwest Technical Center is to assist all learners, regardless of age, 
in establishing and attaining their career goals.  Learners gain academic knowledge, 
technical skills and attitudes which will be necessary for employment, post -secondary 
study, and lifelong learning.  
 
 

NWTC 2011-2012 Educators 

 
Director:   Leeann Wright  527-6510 
Guidance Coordinator:  Susan Bosland  527-6512 
Co-op Coordinator:  James Naylor   527-6516 
Outreach Coordinator:  Shannon Ritter  527-6524 
Special Needs:   Lynn Bouchard  527-6515 
Adult Services:   Marilyn Savoy  527-6513 
Automotive Technology: Adam Vincelette  527-6520 
Building Trades:  Mark Capsey   527-6496 
     Steven Wunsch  527-6502 
Cosmetology:   Mary Habecker  527-6408 
Culinary Arts:   TBD    527-6508 
Digital Arts:   Joyce Kemp   527-6527 
Engineering Technologies: Douglass Bell   527-6528 
Emergency & Fire Services: Michael Antoniak  527-8111 
Human Services:  Sal Wiggin   527-6507 
     Melissa Price   527-6499 
Marketing:   Jennifer Hill   527-6522 
Medical Professions:  Julie Faas   527-6523 
Video Production:  Anthony Sorrentino  527-6471 
English:    Kieran Kivlehan  527-6583 

 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement  
 
 The Northwest Technical Center is committed to ensuring a working and learning environment that is free 
from unlawful discrimination.  The NWTC fully supports the philosophy and intent of Title VI, Sec. 504, Title IX and 
all federal regulations promulgated therein.  No student or employee will be denied access to, excluded from 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎȟ ÄÅÎÉÅÄ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÏÆȟ ÏÒ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ 
or activities due to race, color, national origin, marital status, creed, age, gender identity, sex, disability, or sexual 
orientation.  Citizens desiring information relating to Title VI, Section 504, and/or Title IX, or who wish to file a 
complaint may do so by contacting: 
 

Superintendent of Schools 
Franklin Central Supervisory Union 

28 Catherine Street 
St. Albans, VT  05478 

802-524-2600 



Northwest Technical Center Philosophy and Goals  

 
The philosophy  of the Tech Center is to prepare each learner to successfully enter the workforce 
and post-secondary education.  (See Mission Statement) 
 

The goals of the Tech Center are that: 
 

Learners will:  
 

1. demonstrate an understanding of diversity and will tolerate and accept one another as 
equals in their Tech Center experiences. 

 

2. demonstrate a positive work ethic including:  respect for self and others, honesty, an attitude 
for continuous learning and self improvement, dependability, flexibility and adaptability, a 
willingness to communicate effectively and cooperate with others. 

 

3. exhibit social responsibility and civic consciousness by sharing their skills and talents with 
community members in need.  This gives the community an opportunity to observe the 
standard of learning achieved at the Tech Center. 

 

4. demonstrate excellence in their work products by developing marketable skills, and 
accepting responsibility to work toward achieving their highest potential.  Learners will 
demonstrate their ability to plan and work toward personal goals and continuous 
improvement. 

 

5. demonstrate their competence in both oral and written communication, in applied math 
skills, in problem solving and in the use of available technology. 

 

6. assemble a collection of accomplishments, projects, workplace evaluations and 
documentation of workplace readiness. 

 

 The Tech Center will:  
 

1. provide up-to-date instruction in content areas of job and career growth potential.  Staff will 
assist learners in the assembly of a career development portfolio. 

 

2. use teaching and assessment practices that include state standards.  These practices will 
allow learners to achieve and demonstrate their highest potential. 

 

3. provide learning opportunities through cooperation with local employers.  They may 
provide training sites for work-based learning.  The Tech Center will also provide the 
learners the opportunity to explore post-secondary education and/or training options. 

 

4. have its staff model and teach applied academics, problem solving, and workplace readiness 
skills.  The staff shall demonstrate their responsibilities as democratic citizens. 

 

5. expand its marketing to elementary students, their parents and the community.  This will 
provide learners the opportunity to explore what technical education can offer.  This 
marketing allows youth to observe how businesses and the Tech Center work together to 
provide a future of advancement for employment. 

 

6. develop articulation agreements with post-secondary programs. 



Admission Procedures and Requirements 

For High School Students 
 

 
1. The student will be introduced to Tech Center programs through a presentation done by 

the Tech Center guidance coordinator, the outreach coordinator, or by an individual 
meeting with the high school guidance counselor, case manager, or Tech Center guidance 
coordinator. 

 
2. The student will have the opportunity to tour the Tech Center at any time or after viewing 
ÔÈÅ 4ÅÃÈ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȟ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒȟ ÏÒ ÃÁÓÅ 
manager may arrange visits by contacting the Tech Center guidance coordinator, or the 
student may sign up for a scheduled tour day.  These tour days will be announced during 
the presentation done by the Tech Center guidance coordinator or outreach coordinator. 

 
3. The Tech Center Program of Studies will be available at the Tech Center presentation, in 

the TecÈ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÏÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ  
All programs have admissions prerequisites that must be followed (these prerequisites are 
found in the Program of Studies). 

 
4. The application must be completed and signed by the student and the parent/guardian, 

and submitted to the Tech Center office or designated area by a preferred deadline of 
January 30th.  Applications submitted after that date would be accepted on a space 
available basis.  Please note that the application requires the applicant to answer three 
questions relevant to his/her program choice.  Applications received without responses to 
these questions will not be considered. 

 
5. The Tech Center Admissions Committee, made up of the guidance coordinator and the Tech 

Center director, will review all applications. 
 
Admission to a program will be based on successful completion of the application procedures 
outlined in steps 1 - 5 above, academic performance history, attendance history, and discipline 
records.  All students applying to a two or three block program must complete the admissions 
procedure, including students admitted during the school year or as transfer students. 
 
Students and their home school guidance counselors will be notified as soon as possible 
ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 4ÅÃÈ #ÅÎÔÅÒȢ  3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÍÅÅÔ 
admission requirements will be sent a letter outlining available options.  All accepted students 
will be placed on a probationary status for ten Tech Center school days, beginning with the 
first day of attendance.  This phase will be used for curriculum-based assessment and to 
determine the appropriateness of placement.  Students will automatically be granted full 
standing after the probationary period unless notified of continued probationary status or 
withdrawal.  



Additional Admissions Information  
 

In the first year of the program, priority placement will be given to juniors first, sophomores 
second, and seniors third.  If a program fills, students will be placed on a waiting list and will be 
accepted on a space available basis prior to the start of the academic school year. 
 
Students must be 16 years old upon admission or have an 11th grade standing.  A student who 
is in the 10th grade may request admission into the Technical Center if they meet the admission 
criteria and it is determined that the student has the maturity to successfully participate in the 
Tech Center program.  Ninth through twelfth grade students may enroll in the single block 
specialty courses.  An application is not required.  Students enrolling in the course must meet 
the prerequisite.  If the student does not meet the prerequisite, the student will be notified and 
will need to find another elective. 
 
Students with special needs, including students on Individualized Education Plans (IEP) and 
students on 504 plans, are encouraged to apply to the Tech Center.  For Enrollment Protocol 
and information about supports available at the Tech Center, please contact the Special Needs 
teacher at 527-6515. 
 
Once a student on an IEP has been accepted at the Tech Center, an IEP meeting must be held to 
determine the appropriateness of technical program placement.  If placement is appropriate, 
accommodations necessary for success in that program will then be determined.  The meeting 
must be held before the student begins classes at the Tech Center.  Participants in the meeting 
will include the sending school special educator; Tech Center special needs teacher, program 
instructor, parent/guardian, student, and others (as deemed necessary by the special educator 
and the Tech Center special needs teacher.)  If a student, parent/guardian, or sending school 
prefers, this meeting may be held before a student applies to the Tech Center to discuss the 
range of programs and services the Tech Center can provide.  To request such a meeting, 
please contact the special needs teacher at 527-6515. 
 
If you have questions about these procedures, please feel free to contact either: 
 
  Susan Bosland  Guidance Coordinator  527-6512 
  Lynn Bouchard  Special Needs Teacher  527-6515 



NWTC Single Block Specialty Courses 

(Offered to 9th* through 12th Graders) 

 
One-block classes are offered to ninth* through twelfth grade students who are interested in 
an introductory class in the Tech Center.  Students will have the opportunity to explore the 
field through a combination of class work and practical work.  Upon completing the course, 
students may further their education in the trade by applying to the related program at the 
Tech Center. 
 

Framing Your Future:  Beginning Building Trades 70803  ɀ Learn shop safety, project cost 
estimating, and use equipment to build projects demonstrating basic skills in this industry.  One 
Semester. 
 

Computers & Networking 70804  ɀ Learn client server operating systems, networking protocols, work-
station management, building computers and hardware maintenance.  Full Year (Two Semesters). 
 

Culinary Cook -off 70809  ɀ Learn the basics of food and kitchen safety.  You will learn how to use 
kitchen equipment and prepare a number of basic recipes.  The semester will culminate in a culinary 
cook-off that will show off your newly learned talents.  One Semester. 
 

Introduction to Sports and Entertainment Marketing 70800 ɀ If you have an interest in the field 
of Sports and Entertainment Marketing or are considering a career in these fields, this class is for 
you.  Students are introduced to the career area of Marketing and gain a basic understanding of the 
marketing industry.  One Semester. 
 

Spa Magic 70805 ɀ Learn the business side of operating a spa and discover the science behind 
aroma-therapy, facials, hand and foot massage, manicures, pedicures, waxing, and make-up.  One 
Semester. 
 

Rescue 911 70806 ɀ Learn the academic and hands on skills needed for rescue of people in 
potentially  life threatening situations.  You will gain CPR and First Aid Certification.  One Semester. 
 
Teacher Prep:  Teach Like Your Hair Is On Fire 70807  ɀ Learn the basics of learning theory 
including learning styles, how you learn, how learning changes as we develop over time, special 
learning needs, and what it takes to become a teacher.  One Semester.  (*10 th-12th graders only) 
 
Medical Assistant 70808  ɀ Learn how to measure blood pressure, heart rate, temperature, and 
record basic patient history, change dressings, draw blood, administer injections, administer EKGs, 
sterilize and clean equipment, and prep for medical procedures.  Two Semesters.  (*10 th-12th graders 
only) 
 
In Focus: Digital Photography  70801  ɀ Learn digital photography and create unique images using 
Adobe Photoshop.  One Semester. 

 

*Teacher Prep and Medical Assistant are available to 10th-12th graders only. 
 

Participation in NWTC One Period courses does not  
guarantee future placement in regular NWTC Programs.



NORTHWEST TECHNICAL CENTER COURSES 

Prerequisites  
 

GRADE NUMBER COURSE PREREQUISITES 

10-12 70841 Automotive Technology I 
3ÏÐÈÏÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȠ Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ 
ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÂÒÁ ) σρτ ÏÒ Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ 
better in 311 Math 

11-12 70842 Automotive Technology II 75 average or better in Automotive 
Technology I 

10-12 70843 Building Trades I 
3ÏÐÈÏÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȠ Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ 
ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÂÒÁ ) σρτ ÏÒ Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ 
better in 311 Math 

11-12 70844 Building Trades II 
Ȱ"ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 
Trades I 

9-12 70804 Computers & Networking 
Ȱ"ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ Én Algebra; or 
enrollment in Algebra 

11-12 70861 Cosmetology I/II 

*ÕÎÉÏÒ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȠ Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ 
better in 424 Biology or higher level.  
3ÅÃÏÎÄ ÙÅÁÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á Ȱ#ȱ 
average or better in Cosmetology I 

10-12 70881 Culinary Arts I/I I 

Culinary Arts Iɀ Sophomore standing; 
Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ρρτ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 
Preparatory Freshmen level English 
or higher level.  Second year students 
ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÉÎ #ÕÌÉÎÁÒÙ 
Arts I 

9-12 70809 Culinary Cook-off 

Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ρρτ 
Freshman level English or higher 
level; or enrollment in 114 Freshman 
level English or higher level 

10-12 70821 Digital Arts I / II  

3ÏÐÈÏÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȠ Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ 
better in 114 College Preparatory 
Freshman level English or higher 
level.  Second year students must 
hÁÖÅ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ $ÉÇÉÔÁÌ 
Arts I 

10-12 70863 Emergency & Fire Services I 
3ÏÐÈÏÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȠ Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ 
better in 424 Biology or higher level. 

11-12 70864 Emergency & Fire Services II 
Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ %ÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ Ǫ 
Fire Services I 

10-12 70845 Engineering Technologies 
A/ B 

Ȱ"ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÂÒÁ ÁÎÄ 
Geometry 

9-12 70803 Framing Your Future: 
Beginning Building Trades 

Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÂÒÁ ) ÏÒ 
Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ σρρ -ÁÔÈȠ ÏÒ 
enrollment in Algebra I or 311 Math 

 



NORTHWEST TECHNICAL CENTER COURSES 
~Prerequisites Continued~  

 
GRADE NUMBER COURSE PREREQUISITES 

11-12 70865 Human Services I 
*ÕÎÉÏÒ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȠ Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ 
in 424 Biology or higher level 

11-12 70866 Human Services II 
Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ (ÕÍÁÎ 
Services I 

9-12 70801 In Focus:  Digital Photography 

Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ρρτ 
Freshman level English or higher 
level; or enrollment in 114 Freshman 
level English or higher level 

10-12 70883 Marketing I/ II  

3ÏÐÈÏÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȠ Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÉÎ 
114 College Preparatory Freshman 
level English or higher level.  Second 
ÙÅÁÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ 
or better in Marketing I 

10-12 70808 Medical Assistant 
Ȱ"ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ τςτ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙ 
or higher level; or enrollment in 424 
Biology or higher level 

11-12 70867 Medical Professions I 
*ÕÎÉÏÒ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȠ Ȱ"ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ 
in 424 Biology or higher level 

12 70868 Medical Professions II Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÌÉÅÄ (ÅÁÌÔÈ 
I 

9-12 70806 Rescue 911 

Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ρρτ 
Freshman level English or high level; 
or enrollment in 114 Freshman level 
English or higher level 

9-12 70805 Spa Magic 

Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ρρτ 
Freshman level English or higher 
level; or enrollment in 114 Freshman 
level English or higher level 

9-12 70800 
Sports & Entertainment 
Marketing 

Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÉÎ ρρτ &ÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ ÌÅÖÅÌ 
English or higher level; or be enrolled 
in 114 Freshman level English or 
higher level 

10-12 70807 Teacher Prep 
Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ τςτ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙ 
or higher level; or be enrolled in 424 
Biology or higher level 

10-12 70823 Video Production I/II  

Sophomore standing;  Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÉÎ 
114 College Preparatory Freshman 
level English or higher level.  Second 
ÙÅÁÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ 
or better in Video Production I 

12 70944 Co-op Education Senior standing and teacher 
recommendation 

 



Human Services & Medical 

Professions Academy  

 

 

NWTC COSMETOLOGY Program  
 
Are you ambitious, good with people, and would like to be a hairstylist, manicurist, barber, skin 
care or make-up artist?  If yes, this program is for you!  Learn to work in areas that include:  
hair cutting, perm design, sanitation, cell biology, professional image and good business 
practice.  This program will help prepare students for further education to complete the state 
required 1500 hours to become licensed. 

 
Spa Magic ɀ 70805  

 
This class is open to all 9th through 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÒ ÁÒÅ 
enrolled in Biology.  Learn the business side of operating a spa and discover the science behind 
aromatherapy, facials, hand and foot massage, manicures, pedicures, waxing, and make-up.  Available in 
a one period, one semester format. 

 
Cosmetology I/II ɀ 70861  

 
This class is open to all 11th and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙȢ  3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÅÁÒÎ 
½ Science credit upon completion of this class.  (Students need to be in this class for the entire year to 
possibly receive hours toward further education.) 



Human Services & Medical 

Professions Academy  

 

 

NWTC EMERGENCY & FIRE SERVICES Program 

 
This course is designed to meet the needs of students who are interested in becoming career 
fire fighters, or who are interested in volunteering as fire fighters.  Other career areas may be 
Emergency Medics Technicians, Paramedics, Fire Inspectors, etc. Offered to juniors and 
seniors, students will experience complete training and will learn about equipment, fire 
behavior, how to search a building, fire control, etc. 

 
Rescue 911 ɀ 70806  

 
This class is open to 9th through 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ &ÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ English or are 
enrolled in Freshman English.  Learn the academic and hands on skills needed for rescue of people in 
potentially life threatening situations.  You will gain CPR and First Aid Certification. 

 
Emergency & Fire Services I ɀ 70863  

 
This class is ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙȢ  3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÅÁÒÎ ½ Science 
credit upon completion of this course. 

 
Emergency & Fire Services II ɀ 70864  

 
4ÈÉÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÉÓ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ in Emergency & Fire Services I. 
 
Students in the afternoon session of this program will earn a BFA English credit.  



Human Services & Medical Professions Academy  

 

 

NWTC HUMAN SERVICES Program 

 
Human Services students have a sincere interest in helping others.  Through experience, 
community involvement, and classroom instruction, students will learn about working with 
infants, toddlers, school-aged children, people with disabilities, and the elderly.  These 
students are preparing for careers as teachers, counselors, social workers, day care providers, 
geriatric service providers and workers in the health care field.  The Human Services students 
ÁÒÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÔ Ȱ#ÕÒÉÏÓÉÔÙ #ÏÒÎÅÒÓȱȟ ÔÈÅ 4ÅÃÈ #ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ  
Upon completion of this program, students will be prepared to either enter college or the 
workforce. 

 
Teacher Prep: Teach Like Your Hair Is On Fire! ɀ 70807  

 
This class is open to all 9th ɀ 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÒ ÁÒÅ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÅÄ ÉÎ 
Biology.  Learn the basics of learning theory including learning styles, how you learn, how learning 
changes as we develop over time, special learning needs, and what it takes to become a teacher. 

 
Human Services I ɀ 70865  

 
This class is open to all 11th and 12th graders who have earneÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙȢ  3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
earn ½ Science credit upon completion of this class. 

 
Human Services II ɀ 70866  

 
This class is open to all 11th and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ (ÕÍÁÎ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ )Ȣ  
Students earn ½ Science credit upon completion of this class. 
 
Students in the afternoon session of this program will earn a BFA English credit.  
 
 



Human Services & Medical 

Professions Academy  

 

 

NWTC MEDICAL PROFESSIONS 
Program  

 
This upper level program is designed for students who are planning to attend college or other 
medical training programs and pursue careers in medicine, nursing, physical therapy, 
radiologic imaging, laboratory technology, dental hygiene, veterinary technology, or sports 
medicine.  Students in the first year of this class will earn one credit in Anatomy & Physiology.  
Students will explore the symptoms of disease and wellness that may occur in the human body 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÉÅÌÄ ÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÁÃÔÕÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇÓ 
to help them apply their academic learning to real life situations. 

 
Medical Assistant ɀ 70808  

 
This class is open to all 9th through 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÒ ÁÒÅ 
enrolled in Biology.  Learn how to measure blood pressure, heart rate, temperature, and record basic 
patient history, change dressings, draw blood, administer injections, administer EKGs, sterilize and clean 
equipment, and prep for medical procedures. 

 
Medical Professions I  ɀ 7086 7 

 
This class is open to all 11th and 12th grÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÌÅÖÅÌ τςτ "ÉÏÌÏÇÙȢ  
Students earn one credit in Anatomy & Physiology upon completion of this class. 

 
Medical Professions II ɀ 70868  

 
This class is open to all 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ Professions I for the 
year. 
 
Students in the afternoon session of this program will earn a BFA English credit.  

 



Engineering & Technical 

Systems Academy  

 

 

NWTC AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY 
Program  

 
Automotive Technology is designed to provide training and experience in the principles of 
automotive diagnosis and repair.  Areas of study include, but are not limited to:  braking 
systems, suspension and steering systems, electrical and electronic systems, engine 
performance and emission control systems.  Advanced students use state of the art test 
equipment to diagnose problems with starting and charging systems, ignition and fuel systems, 
and computerized engine control systems.  This program combines in-depth theory with 
extensive hands-on training in our well-equipped auto lab.  Students will learn basic and 
advanced technical skills and essential worker traits to secure and retain employment in 
automotive and other related fields. 

 
Automotive Technology I ɀ 70841  

 
This class is open to all 10th, 11th and 12th graderÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÂÒÁ ) ÏÒ Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ 
better in freshman level Math.  Students earn ½ Science credit upon completion of this class. 

 
Automotive Technology II ɀ 70842  

 
This class is open to all 11th and 12th graders who have earned a 75 or better in Automotive Technology 
I.  Students earn ½ Science credit upon completion of this class. 



Engineering & Technical Systems Academy  

 

 

NWTC BUILDING TRADES Program  
 
Does working as a construction builder interest you?  How about working as a plumber, 
mason, or an electrician?  In Building Trades, you can learn to utilize all these trades and more. 
The in-depth training you receive includes hanging doors, applying sheetrock, finishing floors, 
and the basics of framing and finishing a structure.  Apprenticeships in plumbing and electrical 
are also a part of this program.  Students in Building Trades spend time off campus at actual 
job sites working with experts in their field. 

 
Framing Your Future: Beginning Building Trades ɀ 70803  

 
Learn shop safety, project cost estimating, and use equipment to build projects demonstrating basic 
skills in this industry. 

 
Building Trades I  - 70843  

 
This class is open to all 10th, 11th and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÂÒÁ ) ÏÒ Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ 
better in freshman level Math.  Students earn ½ Math credit upon completion of this class. 

 
Building Trades II - 70844  

 
This class is open to all 11th and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 4ÒÁÄÅÓ )Ȣ  
Students earn ½ Math credit upon completion of this class.  A third year of this program is available for 
those students who start as 10th graders and would like to continue in the program as seniors. 



Engineering & Technical Systems Academy  

 

 

NWTC Engineering Technologies Program 

 
The Engineering Technologies program is a college prep program for students who want to 
explore the fast growing career fields in technology, engineering, networking, architecture, 
computer hardware and software, design and manufacturing, and robotics.  Students who 
complete this program and then go on to a two year or four year college program will have a 
large number of high paying job opportunities available to them.  Engineering careers are the 
fastest growing and some of the highest paying careers in the job market today. 

 
Computers & Networking  ɀ 70804  

 
This class is open to all 9th ɀ 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÂÒÁ ) ÏÒ ÁÒÅ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÅÄ ÉÎ 
Algebra I.  Learn client server operating systems, networking protocols, workstation management, 
building computers and hardware maintenance. 

 
Engineering Technol ogies ɀ 70845  

 
This class is open to all 10th, 11th and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ"ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ !ÌÇÅÂÒÁ ) ÁÎÄ 
Geometry.  Students earn ½ Math credit and ½ Science credit upon completion of this class. 

 
The focus will be Mechanical Engineering in 2011-2012 and Electrical Engineering in 2012-2013. 

 



Hospitality & Marketing 

Academy  

 

 

NWTC CULINARY ARTS Program 

 
Culinary Arts offers you the opportunity to study and work in all areas of restaurant operation 
and management.  In this course students will pursue knowledge in workplace readiness and 
general studies of industry practice, operate the Hideaway Restaurant and Bakery, as well as 
learn the essentials of computer use in the hospitality industry.  A special highlight of this 
program is the opportunity to plan and participate in travel experiences.  Students will have 
the opportunity to earn industry certification from the National Restaurant Association 
through the ProStart Management Program.  In addition, students may earn national 
certification in ServSafe--a food service safety and sanitation training program. 

 
Culinary Cook -off  ɀ 7080 9 

 
This class is open to all 9th ɀ 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ &ÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÏÒ ÁÒÅ 
enrolled in Freshman English.  Learn the basics of food and kitchen safety.  You will learn how to use 
kitchen equipment and prepare a number of basic recipes.  The semester will culminate in a culinary 
cook-off that will show off your newly learned talents. 

 
Culinary Arts I/II ɀ 70881  

 
This class is open to all 10th, 11th and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÆÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ ÌÅÖÅÌ 
College Preparatory English.  Students earn ½ Math credit upon completion of this class. 
 
Students in the morning  session of this  program will earn a BFA English credit.  



Hospitality & Marketing 

Academy  

 

 

NWTC MARKETING Program  
 
The Marketing course at NWTC examines and implements the processes of marketing.  
Students plan and execute the conceptions, pricing, promotion, and distributions of ideas, 
goods, and services to create exchanges that satisfy individual and organizational objectives.  
Marketing provides training in market research, product development, distribution, customer 
relations, and money management.  Additionally, students will learn entrepreneurship, 
management skills, retailing, and sports marketing.  Marketing also provides training on the 
ÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÓÁÌÅÓȟ 7ÏÒÌÄ 7ÉÄÅ 7ÅÂ ÓÉÔÅ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÂÕÉÌÄ ÁÎÄ ËÅÅÐ 
clientele.  Students will develop, from start to finish, products that they market and sell to the 
school and to the community as a whole. 

 
Sports & Entertainment Marketing ɀ 70800  

 
If you have an interest in the field of Sports and Entertainment Marketing, this is the class for you.  
Students will be introduced to the career area of Marketing and gain a basic understanding of the 
marketing industry.  This class is offered in collaboration with the BFA Business Department and may be 
available several times throughout the school day.  Please see the Guidance Department. 

 
Marketing I/II  ɀ 70883  

 
This class is open to all 10th, 11th, and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÆÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ ÌÅÖÅÌ 
College Preparatory English.  Students earn ½ Math credit upon completion of this class. 

 
Students in the  morning  session of this program will earn a BFA English credit.  
 



Communications & 

Technology Academy  

 

 

NWTC DIGITAL ARTS Program  
 
Digital Arts is for a creative person who also likes technology.  The Digital Arts Program 
focuses on communication in a digital world with an emphasis on artistic and electronic 
design.  Students develop skills in digital graphic design, animation, website design, digital 
photography and videography.  In addition, students will explore careers in the field of digital 
arts. Photoshop, i Movie, Final Cut, Flash, Fireworks, and Dreamweaver are programs that will 
be utilized in this program. 

 
Digital Arts I/II  ɀ 70821  

 
This class is open to all 10th, 11th, and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÆÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ ÌÅÖÅÌ 
College Preparatory English.  Students earn ½ Science credit upon completion of this class. 

 
Students in the morning  session of this program will earn a BFA English credit.  



Communications & 

Technology Academy  

 

 

NWTC VIDEO PRODUCTION Program 

 
Video Production focuses on communications in a digital world, with an emphasis on art and 
design.  Effective communication includes pictures (moving and still), the spoken word, music, 
graphics, and text.  Combining these elements convincingly and incorporating transitions, 
volume, timing, and tempo adds new dimensions to the art of communication.  Video 
production provides training in pre-production planning, camera operation, sound, lighting, 
directing, on-camera presence, editing, production and script writing.  Students in video 
production will learn how to communicate their messages by creating different types of video 
programs, including news, music and instructional videos, and other types of advertising and 
documentaries. 

 
In Focus: Digital Photography  ɀ 70801  

This class is open to all 9th ɀ 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ &ÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÏÒ ÁÒÅ 
enrolled in Freshman English.  Learn digital photography and create unique images using Adobe 
Photoshop. 

 
Video Production I/II ɀ 70823  

 

This class is open to all 10th, 11th and 12th ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á Ȱ#ȱ ÏÒ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÆÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ ÌÅÖÅÌ 
College Preparatory English.  Students earn ½ Science credit upon completion of this class. 

 
Students in the afternoon  session of this program will earn a BFA English credit.  

 



COOPERATIVE EDUCATION & YOUTH APPRENTICESHIPS 
(Class 70944)  

The NWTC offers Cooperative Education and Youth Apprenticeship programs for those Tech 

Center students who are recommended by their classroom teacher and are working during or 
after school hours in a job related to their technical program or career interests.  These Co-op 
and Youth Apprenticeship programs can grant students academic credit for their work 
experience while they are earning an income and learning valuable skills on the job.  See the 
Co-op Coordinator in the Tech Center Office or inform your guidance counselor of your 
interest.  

 
 

THE TECHNICAL RESOURCE & INFORMATION CENTER 

The Technical Resource & Information Center is available to all students at the Northwest 

Technical Center.  Both secondary and post-secondary students are welcome to seek 
information, utilize computers, and receive academic help. 
 Instructors provide:  academic help, guidance, testing, counseling, employability skills 
training, consumer instruction/information, and special education services.  Special emphasis 
is placed on helping the student develop skills in communication, problem solving, work ethic, 
and team building. 
 A certified special needs teacher staffs the center.  Special materials and services include 
audio-visual aids, computers and lab exploration.  The Technical Resource & Information 
Center helps all students it serves to reach their educational potential. 
 
 

EMPLOYABILITY 

The Northwest Technical Center educates all students in filling out job applications, 

contacting the local job service, and assisting them in attaining employment upon graduation 
through our Co-op Program.  We help all students develop employability skills through 
development of resources, career letters, applications, mock interviews and development of 
portfolios. 
 
 

EMBEDDED CREDIT 

At the completion of each year in a Tech Center program, students may earn ½ embedded 

credit in Math or Science.  See individual course descriptions for specifics on which credit is 
offered in each program.  A student must be in the class all year to be eligible to receive 
embedded credit in their Tech Center program. 
 

NORTHWEST TECHNICAL CENTER 
71 South Main Street, St. Albans, Vermont  05478-2209 

Tele:  (802) 527-6512  Fax:  (802) 527-6469 
 

Ask for Susan Bosland in Tech Center Guidance for more information. 
The Northwest Technical Center ensures equal opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUPPLEMENTARY OFFERINGS 
 

   

Driver Education 

Course 919 

(Summer) 

Course 920 

(Regular School 

Year) 

1 Semester 

½ credit 

Students in this course will be required to complete thirty (30) classroom 

hours of academic work and six (6) hours of driving experience.  This 

semester course will cover automotive systems, motorcycles, vehicle 

performance and highway conditions.  The major emphasis of the course will 

center on impairments (drugs and alcohol) and the driver's responsibilities.  

Prerequisite: THE STUDENT MUST OBTAIN A DRIVER'S PERMIT BEFORE 

BEGINNING THE COURSE.  Participation will be determined by birth date with 

oldest students given preference, and the student must be at least 15 years 

and six months old.  Most classes are held before school, after school, and in 

the summer.  One class is held 1
st
 period during third semester.  The 

attendance policy for Driver Education is consistent with any other regularly 

scheduled academic class.  Due to the nature of this course, any student 

suspended for violating the BFA Drug and Alcohol Use/Abuse Policy, while 

enrolled in the program, will be removed immediately and dropped from the 

course. 

 

BFA Work 

Experience 

½ credit/semester 

 

BFA Work Experience is a program developed through an arrangement 

between BFA and employers from private industry, local state, and federal 

government agencies.  It blends employment and education while creating a 

smooth transition between school, higher education and the world of work.  

The program is coordinated by a teacher-coordinator who serves as a liaison 

between the school and the employing community. 

 

Virtual High 

School 

½ credit/semester 

 

For students who need to fit an extra class into an already full schedule, 

need a class which is not available at BFA, or they simply enjoy using 

technology and want the challenge and flexibility of a high-quality online 

class, Virtual High School may be the answer. Student success is 

dependent on high motivation and the discipline necessary for 

independent learning. Visit govhs.org for more information, and ask your 

guidance counselor about the process BFA follows before student 

registrations are accepted. Credit is awarded through BFA. 

Student Benefits:  

By joining VHS students will:  

¶ Engage in challenging on-line courses.  

¶ Experience robust interactions with teachers and peers.  

¶ Have unique opportunities to collaborate and exchange ideas 

across cultures and time zones.  

¶ Enjoy scheduling flexibility; students can attend class and courses 

can take place anywhere and anytime within a 24-hour period.  

¶ Participate in courses that are highly desired, but aren't otherwise 

available. 

 

 

 

 



Vermont Virtual 

Learning 

Cooperative/ 

VTVLC 

½ credit/semester 

 

VTVLC provides online courses and programs offered by Vermont 

schools and teachers. Our goal is to surpass the expectations of students 

and their parents in providing availability, access and flexibility to 

relevant and meaningful online education. 

Opportunities abound for students in many ways. First, students have 

more courses to choose from than what would be typically offered at their 

own school.  VTVLC coordinates with schools to find what courses would 

best fit the needs of their students and works with other schools that are 

offering the course to find solutions to provide that access.  Second, the 

student is able to enroll in a VTVLC course that may be offered at their 

own school, but due to a scheduling conflict, may have to make a choice 

about what courses to take. VTVLC courses allow the student to work in 

the course when their schedule allows, even before after school.  Students 

no longer have to make difficult decisions about whether to take band, 

physics, or a Tech Center program! 

The VTVLC 2011-2012 Course Catalog is now available.  If you would 

like to request an electronic copy, email your request to:  info@vtvlc.org. 

Credit is awarded through BFA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@vtvlc.org


CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

All students attending Bellows Free Academy have the opportunity to participate in co-curricular 

activities.  These activities help the students to develop new skills and to meet new people.  

There is SOMETHING for EVERYONE! 

 

CLUB MUSIC & DRAMA TICS 

An Association of Marketing Students (DECA) 

Family, Career & Community Leaders of America 

(FCCLA) 

Foreign Language Club 

Gay Straight Alliance (Pride Alliance) 

Green Mountain Teens (GMTôs) 

Leadership Project 

Math League 

Unified Club 

Scholars Bowl/Odyssey of the Mind 

Skills USA (VICA) 

Snowboarding Club 

Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) 

 

All New England Music Festival 

All State Music Festival 

Chamber Singers 

Concert Band 

District Jazz Festival 

District Music Festival 

Fall Drama Production 

Jazz Band 

Junior Jamboree 

Marching Band 

Mixed Chorus 

Percussion Ensemble 

Playwrightsô Night 

Regional Drama Production 

Senior Play 

Stage Band 

Student Directed Plays 

 

HONOR SOCIETIES CLASS & SCHOOL OFFICERS  

International Thespian Society 

National Honor Society 

National Art Honor Society  

National/Vocational/Technical Honor Society 

Tri-M Music Honor Society 

Student Council  

Senior Class  

Junior Class  

Sophomore Class 

Freshman Class  

SPORTS PUBLICATIONS  

Alpine Skiing 

Baseball 

Basketball 

Cheerleader/Dance Team 

Cross-Country Running 

Football 

Golf 

Ice Hockey 

Lacrosse 

Nordic Skiing 

Soccer 

Softball 

Tennis 

Track and Field 

Mercury (School Paper) 

Yearbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COURSE SELECTION SHEET 

 

STUDENTôS NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

My Plane for the future: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

GRADE 9 

 

Semester One 

 

Course Name   Course # 

 

1. Writing Workshop  ______________ 

 

2. Global Studies  ______________ 

 

3. Math    ______________ 

 

4. Science   ______________ 

 

5. Health    ____10825_____ 

 

6. ____________________ ______________ 

 

7. ____________________ ______________ 

        

        

      

 Semester Two 

 

Course Name   Course # 

 

1. Writing Workshop B ____________ 

 

2. Global Studies B  ____________ 

 

3. Math B   ____________ 

 

4. Science B   ____________ 

 

5. _________________ ____________ 

 

6. _________________ ____________ 

 

7. _________________ ____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: List three (3) other elective choices in order of preference in the event your other selections are no 

available. 

 

Course Name     Course # 

 

1. ____________________   _______________ 

 

2. ____________________   _______________ 

 

3. ____________________   _______________ 

 

 

PARENT(S) APPROVAL:   ________________________________________________

        Parent/Guardian Signature Required 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COURSE SELECTION SHEET 

 

STUDENTôS NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

My Plane for the future: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

GRADE 10 

 

Semester One 

 

Course Name   Course # 

 

1. Foundation Literature  ______________ 

 

2. We the People  ______10229___ 

 

3. Math    ______________ 

 

4. Science   ______________ 

 

5. _________________  ______________ 

   

6. _________________  ______________ 

 

7. _________________  ______________ 

        

        

      

 Semester Two 

 

Course Name   Course # 

 

1. Foundation Literature B ____________ 

 

2. Career Exploration  _____10660__ 

 

3. Math B   ____________ 

 

4. Science B   ____________ 

 

5. _________________ ____________ 

 

6. _________________ ____________ 

 

7. _________________ ____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: List three (3) other elective choices in order of preference in the event your other selections are no 

available. 

 

Course Name     Course # 

 

1. ____________________   _______________ 

 

2. ____________________   _______________ 

 

3. ____________________   _______________ 

 

 

PARENT(S) APPROVAL:   ________________________________________________

        Parent/Guardian Signature Required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COURSE SELECTION SHEET 

 

STUDENTôS NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

My Plane for the future: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

GRADE 11 

 

Semester One 

 

Course Name   Course # 

 

1. American Literature  ______________ 

 

2. U. S. History   ______________ 

 

3. Math    ______________ 

 

4. Science   ______________ 

 

5. _________________  ______________ 

   

6. _________________  ______________ 

 

7. _________________  ______________ 

        

        

      

 Semester Two 

 

Course Name   Course # 

 

1. American Literature B ____________ 

 

2. U.S. History B  ____________ 

 

3. Math B   ____________ 

 

4. Science B   ____________ 

 

5. _________________ ____________ 

 

6. _________________ ____________ 

 

7. _________________ ____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: List three (3) other elective choices in order of preference in the event your other selections are no 

available. 

 

Course Name     Course # 

 

1. ____________________   _______________ 

 

2. ____________________   _______________ 

 

3. ____________________   _______________ 

 

 

PARENT(S) APPROVAL:   ________________________________________________

        Parent/Guardian Signature Required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COURSE SELECTION SHEET 

 

STUDENTôS NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

My Plane for the future: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

GRADE 12 

 

Semester One 

 

Course Name   Course # 

 

1. English   ______________ 

 

2. Senior Civics   ____10247_____ 

 

3. _________________  ______________ 

 

4. _________________  ______________ 

 

5. _________________  ______________ 

   

6. _________________  ______________ 

 

7. _________________  ______________ 

        

        

      

 Semester Two 

 

Course Name   Course # 

 

1. English   ____________ 

 

2. ________________  ____________ 

 

3. ________________  ____________ 

 

4. ________________  ____________ 

 

5. _________________ ____________ 

 

6. _________________ ____________ 

 

7. _________________ ____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: List three (3) other elective choices in order of preference in the event your other selections are no 

available. 

 

Course Name     Course # 

 

1. ____________________   _______________ 

 

2. ____________________   _______________ 

 

3. ____________________   _______________ 

 

 

PARENT(S) APPROVAL:   ________________________________________________

        Parent/Guardian Signature Required 

 


